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Summary

e Posts related to the topic of Covid-19 were clearly predominant within the analyzed
Facebook content. Of the 150 posts examined, political or health topics related to the
Covid-19 pandemic appeared in as many as 112 cases.

o Within the analyzed Facebook content, the topic of Covid-19 attracted the most
interactions. At the same time, videos in this category received the most views.

e Among international topics, Russia and the USA resonated the most and gained the
majority of interactions on Facebook. In the case of audiovisual content, videos
mentioning the USA were the most successful followed by videos discussing Russia.

o Topics like Vrbétice, the energy crisis, and Ukraine appeared most frequently within
the category of Russa-related content. In the case of the USA, the presidential
elections, negotiations between the presidents of the USA and Russia, and the
agreement on defense cooperation between the Slovak Republic and the USA
resonated the most.

e The analysis of Facebook posts showed that the content posted by MP M. Mazurek
and L. Blaha gained the highest number of interactions. However, this finding does not
correspond with the real total share of interactions on Facebook for the whole year of
2021 —this indicator points to Blaha as a clear winner.

e Within the category of web content, we analyzed a total of 4,615 articles. The majority
of the analyzed articles discussed the topic of Covid-19, with their number (1,783
articles) far exceeding all other topics (approximately 38.63% of all examined articles).
The topics related to the USA and Russia came second.

e The majority of the analyzed articles were published by the website called Extraplus
(1,620 articles), followed by Hlavny dennik (946 articles) and Slovanské noviny (460).

e Analysis of the articles allowed us to identify links to individual political actors (direct
citation or sharing of statements, videos, posts). In the total number of mentions,
Lubos Blaha claimed the first place, followed by Robert Fico and Anna Belousovova.

e The web content differed slightly from the posts most popular on Facebook. For
instance, M. Mazurek was not mentioned at all within the analyzed web content,
despite the success of his posts on Facebook.

e The analysis of the content published both on the selected websites and Facebook
points to a link between individual disinformation narratives. For instance, the Covid-
19 topic was linked with other topics in many articles and posts.

e The examined content employed a relatively strong pro-Russian rhetoric, anti-Western
narratives, as well as toxic content aimed against the government and its policies
(especially in the context of Covid-19 and in connection with the US-SR defense
agreement).
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Introduction

Although disinformation and disinformation campaigns can be hardly considered a new
phenomenon, the topic keeps resonating not only in the minds of the general public but also
the expert community, which regards the issue as one of the most pressing security threats
endangering the proper functioning and stability of democracy and the rule of law. Moreover,
disinformation is also problematic due to its potential to manipulate public opinion on serious
societal issues. It also poses a threat to the efforts to reinforce confidence in democratic
institutions or foreign policy orientation of a particular state and its representatives and
population. In the era of social media, disinformation offers a relatively cheap, quick, and easy
tool to polarize society and undermine the institutional, procedural, and value pillars of the
state. Their disseminators are typically various disinformation actors (politicians,
disinformation media, social media, etc.) motivated by political, economic, social, or
psychological factors. They use various tools and narratives, that are often linked to popular
and critical topics with the potential to incite negative emotions, fear, and uncertainty. The
aim of such efforts is not to convince the addressee, but to use the free flow of information in
democratic societies to destabilize and polarize them and sow chaos.

The Covid-19 pandemic created ideal conditions for the spread of disinformation which
resulted in the so-called “infodemia”. The sharp increase in frequency and social
legitimization of false information was made possible precisely by the uncertainty of the
times we live in. Its effect was amplified by crucial events not only in domestic but also in
foreign policy, especially those related to the growing tensions in the international arena. The
significance of the pandemic is underlined by the fact that the impact of the disseminated
disinformation was not limited to the online space; on the contrary, it was also felt in the
real world. Protests against and attacks on experts motivated by various factors in 2021 can
serve as an example. This means that there is a need not only for the monitoring of the
Slovak information space but also for making use of this monitoring to further predict future
developments within this space and to protect its health. Monitoring is also crucial in the
context of precautions employed by the state in the form of strategic communication and
other measures.

In our research, we focused on topics that resonated with the public in 2021 and that, to some
extent, also steered the political discourse. Based on long-term experience with activities
related to the monitoring of the disinformation space and its actors, we have identified
narratives that were used by the majority of disseminators of problematic content. The most
resonant narratives worked with false claims about the Covid-19 virus and the pandemic as
such. They had both a health and a political dimension. Besides these, narratives linked to
the broader geopolitical context and the activities and influence of the Russian Federation,
too, resonated with the Slovak public. Interestingly, pro-Russian narratives are not limited by



any boundaries but rather, as our research shows, they are often related to other topics, which
is one of the distinctive features of the Slovak information space.

Facebook Content Analysis

The analysis of the 150 most successful Facebook posts of selected actors has shown that in
2021, the topic of Covid-19 (mainly in the context of current political events) was the most
popular on Facebook. Of the 150 analyzed articles, political and health topics related to the
Covid-19 pandemic appeared in as many as 112 articles, followed by posts mentioning Russia
(17 articles), and content discussing Milan Lucansky (14 articles). Many articles featured
several narratives at the same time.

The number of posts of the individual actors on a given topic. Some posts appear in more than one category.
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8818990/.

Covid-related political and health topics gained the most interactions in the analysis (see chart
below). Interestingly, in the case of Facebook content — 99 out of 150 most popular posts
were videos (representing 66% of all posts analyzed), while 51 posts were statuses (34% of all
posts analyzed). Therefore, videos appeared at the top of the analysis, attracting not only a
large number of interactions but also views.


https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8818990/

The number of interactions and views (in the case of video content) of posts on the analyzed topics.
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8819011/.

An analysis of 150 posts on Facebook subsequently showed that the posts of two of the
monitored political actors generated the highest number of interactions. One of them was a
member of the National Council of the Slovak Republic Milan Mazurek, currently a member of
the Republika movement (with a total of 1,951,708 interactions), and a member of the SMER-
SD party, Lubo$ Blaha (with a total of 1,810,180 interactions). The most likely reason why
Mazurek, who appeared only seldom in the analyzed web content, gained the most
interactions is that the posts he published on Facebook were in almost all cases videos, that
were able to attract a significant number of interactions. However, this finding only applies to
the contributions analyzed in the study. This conclusion does not correspond to the real total
share of interactions and views on Facebook for the whole year of 2021. This indicator points
to Lubos Blaha, who used a combination of algorithms, a high quantity of published content,
and paid campaigns, as the decisive winner.

In the category of views of video content, Milan Mazurek also ranked at the top (with
approximately 24,021,000 views). Milan Uhrik (approximately 8,761,400 views) and Lubo$
Blaha (approximately 8,388,600 views) ranked second and third.


https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8819011/
https://dennikn.sk/minuta/2668520/
https://katedrakomunikacie.sk/tajomstvo-uspechu-hejtu-lubosa-blahu/
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8819138/.

The number of total interactions and views (in the case of video content) of the four selected political
actors.
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8819168/.
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Web Content Analysis

We analyzed a total of 4,615 articles from selected websites. The majority of these articles
discussed the Covid-19 pandemic. These articles were then placed to a joint set with content
related to political and health topics. The number of articles related to the Covid-19 topic
(1,783 articles) exceeded all other topical areas. The second and third most frequent topics
were the USA (774 articles) and Russia (729 articles). The Covid-19 category included articles
that touched on either domestic and foreign issues or on both at the same time.
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Data from CrowdTangle, publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8819195/.
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8819212/.

The analyzed articles were published by all ten websites that we had decided to include in our
list of researched sites. The majority of these articles were posted on the Extraplus website
(1,620 articles), followed by Hlavny dennik (946 articles) and Slovanské noviny (460). It should

be noted that these are only the articles we managed to identify by using the Gerulata
analytical tool and a search by keywords.
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Data from CrowdTangle, publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8819240/.

The analysis of selected articles also allowed us to identify references to individual political
actors, either by a direct quoting of the actor, or by sharing his statements, videos, or status.
In the total number of mentions, Lubos Blaha (198 mentions) ranked at the top of the list,
followed by Robert Fico (105 mentions) and Anna Belousovovd (35 mentions), who also
received the most mentions among selected non-parliamentary actors.

Interestingly, the web content did not follow the same pattern as in the case of social media
posts (see Facebook analysis section). For instance, Milan Mazurek, a member of the
Republika movement, was mentioned only seldom in the analyzed web content. We identified
6 mentions related to the topic of Covid-19, among which the lawsuit filed by the ID specialist
Petr Sabaka against Milan Mazurek and Milan Uhrik for spreading lies about his work
resonated the most. A graph showing the exact number of mentions of political actors in
selected topics can be found below.
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8819283/.
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8819305/.
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Milan Luansky

On December 6, 2020, Milan Luéansky, a former head of the Presidium of the Police Force,
was, based on the charges by the National Criminal Agency (NAKA), placed in collusive
custody. His arrest was a part of the Judas operation which resulted in charges against eight
people who held senior positions in the Police Force, the Financial Administration, the Criminal
Financial Administration Office (KUFS), or the Slovak Information Service (SIS). According to
the statement of the Specialized Criminal Court, which decided on their detention, the
investigators uncovered a so-called “corruption tree” kept alive most likely by members of the
police department, prosecutors, judges, and employees of various government agencies.
Most of the charges in the Judas case, including Lu¢ansky's, concerned corruption. Lucansky
was charged based on the statements of former KUFS director Ludovit Maké, a former official
at the police department Norbert Paksi, FrantiSek Bohm, and former director of the National
Financial Police Unit Bernard Slobodnik.

On December 29, 2020, Milan Lucansky was to hang himself on a tracksuit, succumbing to his
injuries the next day. The investigation into his death has not yet reached any decisive
conclusion and remains open. However, the case has already been discussed and examined
by an independent monitoring commission composed of politicians and experts, which has
not found any evidence that would put the suicide version into question.

The disinformation actors responded to the news of Milan Lucansky's tragic death
immediately after its announcement. Websites with problematic content along with some
opposition politicians have promoted a series of conspiracies and disinformation narratives
questioning whether his death was truly a suicide. Moreover, several of these actors had
talked about political assassination even before Lu¢ansky was pronounced dead.

At the time of writing the annual report, the official version of the reason for Lu¢ansky's death
was suicide, therefore we considered the disseminated narratives that contradicted or
conspiratorially questioned it to be unsubstantional and speculative.

The topic of the death of the former chief of police, thanks to disinformation actors, has kept
re-appearing in public discourse throughout the year. The topic was discussed either in the
context of the nature of his death as such to question the government, state institutions, and
their decisions or in connection with the competition and strife within the law enforcement

institutions. Lucansky's suicide has become an important tool for inciting the feeling that
government officials are abusing their power in the fight against their opponents, and the
government has often been accused of fabricating political processes. At the same time, the
topic was misused to attack the liberal media and journalists, who allegedly created an
atmosphere of fear by reporting on the arrests of senior officials.

Throughout the year, a lot of false claims spread in the information environment, which raised
doubts about Lucansky's suicide. According to these claims, the former chief of police was

12


https://disi.stratpol.sk/milan-lucansky-sa-nestal-obetou-politickych-represalii-matovicovej-vlady/
https://dennikn.sk/2205462/lucansky-sa-pokusil-o-samovrazdu-mozog-uz-nezije-srdce-este-ano/
https://www.aktuality.sk/clanok/kyp3x5y/podla-prokuratury-ma-byt-rekonstrukcia-pripadu-umrtia-lucanskeho-v-januari-2022/
https://www.facebook.com/2047997592105476/posts/2839640966274464
https://www.facebook.com/107752747505118/posts/222812875999104
https://icjk.sk/144/Ako-vyzera-vojna-policajtov-na-socialnych-sietach-a-preco-poslanec-Taraba-drzi-stranu-Pcolinskemu-
https://www.facebook.com/2047997592105476/posts/2842648032640424

supposedly abused and mentally tortured. Photographs of medical documentation allegedly
talking about Lu¢ansky and pictures of a beaten man circulated through the Internet aiming
to refute the suicide version. Similarly, several conspiracies appeared claiming that he had
been dead a few days before and his suicide was staged.

Some opposition politicians and websites publishing problematic content have turned
Lucansky into a hero and a martyr. He was described as a victim of political persecution or a
victim of political reprisals. Disinformation actors even used the #AllforMilan hashtag and
likened Lucansky's death to the murder of investigative journalist Jan Kuciak and his fiancée
Martina Kusnirova in 2018. Their death had incited mass demonstrations that led to the fall of

Robert Fico's government and triggered a series of investigations into affairs and cases
involving high state officials.

From the beginning, the government was accused of being responsible for Lu¢ansky's death.
Members of the government, according to disinformation actors, exploited their power over
the prosecutor's office and launched political purges. Similarly, government officials allegedly
tried to take control over the law enforcement branches, and Lucansky knew too much, stood
in the way of the government's power interests, and thus had to be silenced. Liberal media
have been accused of helping the government and trying to sweep the evidence under the
rug. At the same time, the credibility of the independent special commission was guestioned
by claims that it does not, in fact, investigate anything and only serves as an instrument of the
people at power.

Such rhetoric intended to call into question the legitimacy of the arrests of senior state officials
and to provoke distrust in state institutions. The disinformation actors have succeeded in
spreading the narrative of the universal data system, through which the government is said to
send its opponents into custody. This way, government officials supposedly try to liquidate
the opposition, and so innocent people end up in prison based only on the statements of
untrustworthy denunciates and mobsters.

Facebook: Political Actors

Among the 150 most successful posts of selected political actors in 2021, we identified 14
related to the death of the former chief of police Milan Lu¢ansky which marks 9.33% of all
contributions analyzed. Based on the findings of our analysis, this topic achieved a total of
315,070 interactions. Of these, the four posts, which were published in the form of a video,
managed to attract a total of 1,735,900 views.

Based on the analysis of 150 selected posts discussing this topic, Lubos Blaha (with 10 posts)
ranked at the top of the list. His posts achieved a total of 183,554 interactions and his video
content attracted approximately 447,400 views. Other actors commenting on this topic
included Miroslav Radacéovsky, Stefan Harabin, Robert Fico, and Milan Uhrik, who all published
one post.
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822500/.

The most successful post about Lucansky's death was the one shared by Lubos Blaha, an
opposition MP for the SMER-SD party. It was posted on January 4, 2021, and reached 27,684
interactions. In the post, Blaha put the blame on the Minister of Justice, Maria Kolikova, who
allegedly refused to take political responsibility for the tragic event. At the same time, Blaha
called Lucansky the first victim of political persecution since the 1950s. The government
allegedly decided to embark on “political purges” and Lucansky was put into collusive
detention because of the “power misuse at the prosecutor's office”.

Blaha also questioned that a fair investigation into the incident was possible. For example, the
statute read: “Kolikovd is only a long arm of Kiska in the department of justice, and we are
going to pretend that we can trust her? She is the nominee of RemiSovd who made Milan
Lucensky into a target — and is she supposed to be the impartial guarantor of the independent
investigation? Is she kidding us?” and “Of course, we will try to get as much information as
possible from the special commission, but I'm sorry — if this is supposed to be justice for Milan
Lucansky, forget it. We have to take every opportunity, but let's face it — what we see is the
evidence being swept under the rug.”

The status can be seen as an attempt to score some political points, as five days after
Lu¢ansky's death, thus at the time of Blaha's post, no official conclusions were yet announced
by the investigators or the special commission. Efforts to question the independence of the
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investigation into the incident and attempts to portray Lucansky's detention as illegal are also
evident in this post.
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

Very similar rhetoric was used in many other Blaha's posts, as well as in content posted by
Harabin, Fico, and Uhrik. The underlying narrative in these posts claimed that the government
was trying to cover up the tracks and intimidate anyone who tried to investigate the case.
There was reportedly cogent evidence that the government was trying to put innocent people
in jail to silence them. The charges in these cases were allegedly all fabricated and there was
suspicion that the denunciates who testify against high-ranking state officials are just stooges
used to destroy the opposition. Fico went as far as likening the government and its actions to
a “semi-fascist regime”.

MEP Uhrik called for an investigation into Lu€ansky's death with an international committee

involved and argued that: “It is important for the public to have a guarantee that people who
do not blindly comply with the government will not be in a sudden car accident, fall on their
own dumbbells during exercise or die mysteriously in prison cells.”
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Several posts of political actors also claimed that Lu¢ansky was tortured in custody and
mentally abused. For example, Blaha said that it was very likely that Lu¢ansky had been
brutally beaten in prison, which caused his death. Stefan Harabin expressed a similar opinion.
In the video, which had more than 528,000 views, he argued that it could have been a political
assassination, forced suicide, or that the competent authorities had helped Lucansky in
committing suicide. What these posts do is that they fabricate theories without any evidence
to support them.

In their posts, Blaha, Harabin, and Fico spoke of Lu¢ansky only as a hero who was imprisoned
by the Slovak mafia. In 6 of the analyzed posts (42.86% of all posts on the topic) there was a
strong appeal to emotions, the aim of which was to incite compassion in people and possibly
question the actions of the law enforcement authorities. For example, Blaha reported in an
emotional tone on Lucansky's wife's visit to the hospital bed, during which she was guarded
by police officers. In his words, “Yes, it was certainly necessary — to send a commando armed
to teeth with machine guns to guard an unconscious, dying man. Because he was the biggest
threat to Slovakia — if he happened to wake up, maybe he would tell his dear wife how much
he loved her. This is why Mikulec's hyenas had to be there? This is why they acted, until the
last moment, in such a humiliating and cruel way towards the hero who chased the mafia out
of Slovakia?”

A comparison of Kuciak and Lucansky's deaths appeared in four of the 14 posts about the
death of the former chief of police. For instance, Blaha wrote: “There is a dramatic difference
between the All for Jan and All for Milan movements — I agree with the liberal media. But unlike
them, | say that the All for Milan movement is more authentic and just. The former was a
journalist who was not very well known until his death, while the latter was an important man
who sent the biggest mobster and murderer in Slovak history, Mikulds Cerndk, behind bars.
The former was a nice young man, the latter was more than that — he was a hero ... There is
also a second significant difference between the All for Jan and All for Milan movements. In
the first case, the state had nothing to do with the death of the journalist. The case of Milan
Lucansky is different.”

The most successful video on the topic of Lu¢ansky's death was posted on the profile of MEP
Miroslav Radacovsky on January 15, 2021. The video reached 27,717 interactions and had
more than 760,000 views. Radacovsky, who is also a lawyer for the Lu€ansky family, shared a
document with journalists stating that the former chief of police was to be transferred to a
prison in Banska Bystrica on 9 December 2020. On the same day, Luéansky suffered an injury,
after which he underwent eye surgery at a military hospital in RuZzomberok. Based on the
shared document, Radacovsky asked how Luéansky could have been in two places at the same
time. The MEP also questioned the prospect that the outcome of the future investigation
could be objective and fair.
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According to Anna Ragasova, a spokeswoman for the Prison and Judicial Guard Corps, this
document, which was sent to the lawyer and Lu¢ansky's wife, is easy to explain. The document
says that the guards at the hospital in Ruzomberok were replaced by guards from the institute
in Banska Bystrica. However, Lu¢ansky was never physically in this prison.

v,

v‘. Miroslav Radacovsky « predseda strany Slovensky Patriot a europoslan
1 year ago
General Lucansky 3

Na dokumente, ktory som predloZil nie je ni¢ sfalSovang, su tam len odstranené
konkrétne mena a priezviska osob, kvéli ochrane osobnych Gdajov. Na originali, ktory
predkladam OCTK viak uZ uvedené su. S lictou, Radacovsky

N

546.3K Post Views J 760.4K Total Views
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

The analyzed posts concerning Lu¢ansky's death focused on two basic narratives: his death
itself (whether it was really suicide and questioning of the independence of the prosecutor's
office) and the alleged start of political purges in Slovakia. In 8 posts (57.14% of all posts on
the topic) there were allegations claiming that the prosecutor's office is being manipulated,
mentions about political purges, and accusations of the government supposedly trying to get
rid of its opponents by arresting high state officials. 6 posts (42.86% of all posts on the topic)
questioned whether Lu¢ansky's death was suicide. At the same time, 5 of these posts (35.71%
of all posts in the topic) debated whether Lu¢ansky had been tortured mentally or physically.
In 3 posts (21.43% of all posts on the topic), political actors also questioned the independence
of the investigation and expressed concerns that the incident would never be fairly inspected.
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Websites

-®- Milan Lucansky

The graph shows the prevalence of the topic during 2021 in relation to other published content. Data were
obtained using the Gerulata Juno analytical tool.

The amount of content related to the topic of Milan Lu¢ansky and his death published by the
examined websites in 2021 peaked during several key periods throughout the year. The major
peak can be seen in the first three months of the year when the topic was still fresh and
important to many political actors who commented on it. February, 13 marks the second peak,
as on this day FrantiSek Bohm, a former SIS employee, who testified as a witness in several
cases, including the one concerning Milan Lu¢ansky, committed suicide.

websites published a larger amount of content focused on this topic, was the end of July, after
a protest in front of the National Council of the Slovak Republic took place. Finally, the last
peak was in early October after the release of NAKA investigators.

Based on a set of keywords, we identified 226 articles on the analyzed websites that were
related to the topic of Milan Lucansky's death. The highest number of articles on the topic
was published by Hlavni dennik (56 articles), followed by the websites Slobodny vysielac¢ (43
articles) and Extraplus (37 articles).
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The number of articles published by the analyzed websites on the topic of Milan Luansky.
B Number of articles
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822524/.

Content related to Milan Lu¢ansky and his death peaked mainly in the first two months of
the year and then appeared sporadically throughout the year. The re-appearance of the topic
can be explained, for example, by the linking of the topic with the tension and competition
within law enforcement and security services. The actors, for instance, exploited the death of
Milan Lucansky to portray him as “a victim of political persecution” in the context of
widespread criticism of the government by the opposition and non-parliamentary entities.

The number of articles on the topic of Milan Lu¢ansky published in the individual months.
B Number of articles
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822534/.
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Quoting and taking-over of statements, posts, and other content by political actors was quite
common during the examined period. In the case of Milan Lucansky, references to political
figures most often concerned Lubos Blaha (35 mentions), followed by statements and posts
by Miroslav Radacovsky (16 mentions), and Robert Fico (11 mentions).

The number of mentions of political actors within the topic of Milan Lu¢ansky. @l Number of mentions

OINI OSECURITY.SK

The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822571/.

Similar narratives appeared in the web content as in the examined Facebook posts. Most of
the articles questioned whether Lucansky's death was truly a suicide. This narrative
appeared in the case of 55 analyzed articles. Seven of these articles mentioned the alleged
torture of Lucansky in custody. One of the most widespread narratives claimed that
government and coalition politicians were involved in the incident. In line with this narrative,
for example, the status of Lubo$ Blahu was taken over by Extraplus which in one of its articles
argued that: “They [Matovi¢'s government] send people to prison based on fabricated charges.
And then suddenly the denunciates are found dead after “committing suicide”. However, | am
far more concerned about what is happening in Slovakia: if the government was run by the
mafia, it would not have looked different.” In September, Extraplus shared a similar statement,
again by Blaha, which claimed that NAKA investigators have teamed up with mobsters to scare
Smer nominees: “Matovi¢ has for years screamed that we all are mafia, and in the end, it
turned out that he is the mafia.”

The topic was also exploited to question the legitimacy of the government and its members.
Several websites contrasted the mafia government with Lu¢ansky who was portrayed as the
hero fighting the mafia off Slovakia. In this context, the phrases “Lu¢ansky —the hero” (in the

case of 11 articles) or “victim of political persecution” (occurred in the case of two articles)
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were also used. Similarly, parallels between the murder of journalist Jan Kuciak and the suicide
of Milan Lu¢ansky appeared in five articles.

The second most common narrative was the (un)fairness of the investigation into the death
of Milan Lu¢ansky and the special commission set up for this purpose. This topic appeared in
46 researched articles. Other articles focused mostly on the topics of cases related to Milan
Lucansky (especially Judas and Purgatory).

The number of articles on the topic of Milan Lu€ansky featuring the selected sub-topics. @ Number of articles
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8734736/.

Power Struggle in Security Forces

One of the topics resonating in the Slovak information space in 2021 was the conflict within
the state security forces - primarily in the police, the prosecutor's office, and the Slovak
Information Service (SIS).

On one side of the conflict was the team of NAKA investigators, the Special Prosecutor's Office
(USP), and the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic. On the other side of the conflict
was the so-called anti-team, which included the Office of the Inspection Service, the General
Prosecutor's Office, part of the Regional Prosecutor's Office in Bratislava, and SIS.

As early as in May 2021, SIS intervened in the investigation of serious cases of corruption on
high levels of government. At its headquarters, Prime Minister Heger convened a secret
meeting between SIS Director Michal Ala¢ and top state officials. The subject of the meeting
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was intelligence on the influencing of and manipulating with witnesses in corruption cases by
NAKA investigators. In response to this information, a police investigation team led by Diana
Santus was set up as part of the police inspection to clarify the suspicions arising from the
information from the SIS.

For several months, we have witnessed a battle between these two actors which brought
along mutual accusations and arrests. In addition to the security forces themselves, politicians,
activists, and other public figures have, too, become involved in the conflict taking one side or
the other.

The considerable degree of complexity of the situation and a large number of unanswered
guestions made this topic an ideal tool for manipulating public opinion. Many of the actors
who took this opportunity did not hesitate to gamble with the fragile confidence of Slovaks in
the security forces.

In their posts, anti-team actors have often questioned the credibility of witnesses, NAKA
investigators, and the Special Prosecutor's Office. To increase interest and incite an emotional
response, some of the actors linked the power struggle in the security forces with other topics,
such as the death of former police president Milan Lu¢ansky. Attorney General Maros Zilinka
became the “hero” in these narratives. With his decisions and especially with the use of
paragraph 363, he terminated the investigation of several key figures in corruption cases
investigated by NAKA.

On the opposite side of the barricade, thus from the actors supporting the so-called team,
narratives calling for trust in the police, the NAKA, the Special Prosecutor's Office were
promoted. At the same time, these actors criticized the practices of Attorney General Maros
Zilinka, especially his use of paragraph 363 and his treatment of some journalists. This was
reflected, for example, in preventing the journalists from the Pravda, SME, Dennik N, and
Aktuality from coming to a press conference. Attorney General made an excuse for this
decision blaming it on the capacity of the room where the conference took place.

Facebook and Political Actors

On Facebook, the two opposition politicians, Robert Fico and Lubo$ Blaha dealt with the
conflict in the security forces with the greatest success. In their rhetoric, both tried to create
the impression that the current government is trying to put pressure on the SMER-SD party
and exploits the law enforcement agencies (OCTK) to do so. Within this topic, 6 posts were
identified that met the selection criteria for the analysis, of which 3 were videos and 3
statuses. MPs Blaha and Fico have attracted more than 107,000 interactions and 534,000
views for their posts on the subject.
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Power struggle in security forces: the number of interactions and views. ll Number of interactions
Number of views
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822595/.

The most successful post in this thematic category reached 18,088 interactions and was
shared by MP Blaha. In this post, the Deputy Chairman of SMER responded to the statements
of Attorney General Maros Zilinka. At a press conference on September 2, 2021, he criticized
President Zuzana Caputova and the media for questioning the use of section 363. In his post,
Lubos Blaha tried to create an image of an organized criminal group led by Igor Matovi¢ and
special prosecutor Daniel LipSic, who is allegedly responsible for coordinated manipulation
with witnesses in corruption cases related to the period of rule of the SMER party.

| Lul?os Blaha @
’ 4 months ago

Generalny prokurdtor Marog Zilinka dnes tak vyevigil s Caputovou, Remisovou,
Tédovou a dalsimi pravnymi analfabetmi z liberalng kaviarne, Ze su komplet na
smiech celému Slovensku. 1. Toto odkazal Marog Zilinka prezidentke: “Bez znalosti
spisu, bez znalosti dékazov, ide hodnotit’ prebiehajlce trestné konanie a robit zavery.
Co to ma... See More

I OIs 12430 ) 794 2864

Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

At the same time, Blaha claimed that the government was assisted in this effort by liberal
media and journalists. As in most of his statements on this topic, he criticized criminal
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prosecutions based on the statements of cooperating defendants, the so-called
“denunciates”. However, both Blaha and Fico's criticism of the use of the denunciate institute
is largely problematic because this investigative process already existed during their rule, and
testimonies of members of criminal groups are an irreplaceable source of information about
the structure and functioning of these groups. In addition, allegations in corruption cases are
not based solely on the testimonies of denunciates, they are also confronted with the
evidence and testimonies of other witnesses. In his status, Blaha also referred to the death of
Milan Lucansky, who was, too, investigated based on testimony about his alleged corruption.

In a similar post from September 14, Lubo$ Blaha again attacked President Caputové and
raised suspicions of her indirect involvement in the alleged system of paid whistle-blowers.
He claimed that Milan Lucansky had also become a victim of this system. In the post, Lubos
Blaha misleadingly claimed that Peter Kubina, the legal representative of NAKA investigators
detained by the police inspection, was an adviser to President Zuzana Caputova. However,
Peter Kubina ended his activity as a presidential adviser on May 25, 2021, precisely to avoid
any suspicion of a conflict of interest in his legal activities.

| L'utl)o§ Blaha [}
' 4 months ago

Vyzyvam prezidentku Caputovii, aby verejnosti okamZite vysvetlila prepojenie svojej
kancelarie s mafidnskou chobotnicou, ktora rozleptava policajné zlozky. 1. V opacnom
pripade je zreld na odchod z funkcie hlavy $tatu, pretoZe existuje vaine podozrenie, Ze
je nepriamoe zapojena do systému naraficenych udavacov, ktorého désledkom bola gj...
See More

A O 12596 ) 1040 @ 4150

Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

Both Fico and Blaha used the phrase "Curilla's Mafia" or "Lip$ic's Mafia" in the analyzed posts
on Facebook. The SMER members took this label over from the leader of the coalition party
Sme rodina, Boris Kollar, who used this label on NAKA investigators after they were detained

by a police inspection on suspicion of manipulating witnesses. However, the same
investigators detained in March the former SIS director and nominee of Sme rodina, Vladimir
Pcolinsky.
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In the case of both of these actors, the topic was manipulated in an attempt to attack the
emotions of their audience, especially by linking it with the topic of the death of Milan
Lucansky. As part of this, some of the information was misinterpreted by the actors, or false
arguments and misleading claims were used.

Websites

-9~ Power Struggle in Security Forces

The graph shows the prevalence of the topic during 2021 compared to other published content. Data were
obtained using the Gerulata Juno analytical tool.

As with the topic of Milan Lucansky's death, in the case of the power struggle within the
security forces, articles devoted to the use of the institute of denunciates, well-known cases,
and the suicide of FrantiSek Bohm appeared at the beginning of the year. At the end of May,
the key topic was the SIS report on the manipulation of witnesses and manipulation of criminal
proceedings by using the so-called universal witnesses.

Based on a set of keywords, we identified 589 articles on the selected websites that were
related to the topic of power struggle in the security forces of the Slovak Republic. Most of
the articles on the topic were published by Extraplus (285 articles), followed by Hlavny dennik
(144 articles), and EuroreSpekt (116 articles).
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The number of articles published by the selected websites on the topic of power struggle between security
forces.
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822608/.

The topic of the power struggle in the security forces appeared in the analyzed web content
mainly during September and October 2021, when several NAKA members were detained in
the “Purge” case investigated by the police inspection, and also during February 2021, when
the media analyzed by us wrote mainly on the topic of security screening of then special
prosecutor candidate Daniel LipSic. The third key moment came about during July 2021, after
the testimony of denunciate Ludovit Makd, according to which former special prosecutor
Dusan Kovacik helped him get rid of suspicion of preparing the murder of NAKA investigator
Jan Curilla.
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The number of articles on the topic of power struggle between security forces by individual months.
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822621/.

Mentions about Lubo$ Blaha (65 articles) appeared most often in the analyzed articles,
followed by Robert Fico (50 articles), and Stefan Harabin (8 articles). In addition, mentions of
other actors appeared within the examined web content, namely Maro$ Zilinka (13 mentions),

Daniel LipSic (9 mentions), Peter Pellegrini (8 mentions).

The number of mentions of political actors within the topic of power struggle between security forces.
B Number of mentions
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822632/.
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Despite the absence of direct statements, several actors were often the subject of these
articles. In the case of Daniel LipSic, there were up to 183 articles, mainly related to his role at
the special prosecutor's office. LuboS Blaha referred to the office as LipSic's special
prosecutor's office, “which acts as the liquidation platoon of the government” working on the
instructions of Igor Matovic. His statement was taken over by Extraplus.

Peter PColinsky was the subject of 69 articles and 58 articles on the topic of power struggle in
the security forces discussed Milan Luc¢ansky.

95 of the analyzed articles focused on allegations made against NAKA investigators and on the
release of detainees, while 77 articles dealt with the use of paragraph 363 by Attorney General
Maros Zilinka. This was in most cases viewed positively, as a legitimate use of the powers of
the Prosecutor General's Office that the coalition is trying to undermine. In this context,
EuroreSpekt talked about hysterical dictatorship and unprofessional police management.
According to Lubo$ Blaha, the discussion on the possible narrowing of section 363 after the
release of Peter PColinsky was a purposeful manipulation because the government did not
agree with the decision of the General Prosecutor's Office. The statement was shared by
Extraplus.

The number of articles on the topic of power struggle between security forces featuring the selected sub-
topics.
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822640/.
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Covid-Related Political and Health Topics

Since its outbreak in Slovakia, the Covid-19 pandemic has almost immediately become not
only a medical but also a political issue. The original intention of the research was to separate
the two lines. However, during the analysis, it turned out that the monitored information
space is dominated by content that does not distinguish between the two levels; on the
contrary, it unites them into homogeneous rhetoric characterized by the use of different
combinations of the same narratives. Due to the continuation of the pandemic, both medical
and political issues have claimed a large segment of the disinformation space. In the
gualitative part of the research, we thus point to the differentiation of health and political
disinformation narratives, but fully acknowledge their interconnectedness. In the quantitative
part, both dimensions have been put in one joint dataset.

Narratives questioning the severity of Covid-19 have been after the start of nationwide
vaccination accompanied by vaccine skepticism. Throughout the year, anti-vaccination
rhetoric was associated with resistance to government measures to stop the spread of the
disease. The topic resonated especially after the purchase of Russian Sputnik V vaccines and
has been continuously present in the steps and rhetoric of opposition and non-parliamentary
political entities that supported and incited the protest movement against government
measures.

The disinformation actors focused on questioning the safety of Covid-19 vaccines, as well as
raising doubts about the real goals of vaccination. Mentions of the vaccines were often

|lI

accompanied by the adjectives “experimental” or “not tested”. Disinformation actors also

called vaccination “a social experiment” and compared it to laboratory experiments on
animals. According to websites with problematic content and various individual actors,
pharmaceutical companies are the ones behind the vaccination campaign as they want to
make profits regardless of the impact of these vaccines on human health.

Unsubstantiated reports or out-of-context information were often spread on social media
about Covid-19 vaccines. Among the most common claims was that the benefits of vaccination
do not outweigh the risks, that vaccines pose a greater risk than the virus alone, and that
vaccination does not offer any protection against Covid. The severity of coronavirus was
constantly questioned and belittled, while side effects or the risk of death after vaccination
were exaggerated. Disinformation actors also exploited the deaths of several celebrities who
were claimed to have died as a result of the vaccination while giving no evidence to support
their claims. Examples include the death of moderator Jul Virsik, singer Miroslav Zbirka, and
hockey player Boris Sadecky.

Besides vaccines, the disinformation actors have questioned the legitimacy of anti-pandemic
measures. They claimed that wearing masks is said to limit the supply of oxygen to the brain,
that the sole purpose of border restrictions is to bully the population, and the government is
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trying to infringe on people's lives because they cannot move freely. Each measure was
generally considered by disinformation actors to be a violation of fundamental human rights
and freedoms. They justified this by saying that any restrictions were incompatible with
freedom and the fundamental principles of a democratic society.

Frequently used words and phrases related to vaccination and anti-pandemic measures
included apartheid vaccination, vaccination terror, coronafascism, segregation and
discrimination, and the categorization of citizens into superhumans and subhumans. The
government was described as totalitarian, Nazi, or fascist, and government officials, scientists,
and doctors were compared to German Nazi officials. At the same time, disinformation actors
spoke of the loss of fundamental human rights and freedoms, crimes against humanity, state-
organized terror, government tyranny, dehumanization, oppression, and humiliation of
unvaccinated citizens.

False claims have been spread that the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic was
going to deprive the unvaccinated of the right to vote and that the government, together with
the Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic, started building a concentration camp for the
unvaccinated. The disinformation about the concentration camp was started by the
announcement of the MOVIR project of the Technical University of KoSice (TUKE), which aims
to create a monitoring system to protect at-risk groups from the spread of viral diseases.

Using polarizing rhetoric, the disinformation actors have succeeded in increasing tensions in
society, resulting in a series of protests at state borders, in front of doctors' homes, and in
front of state institutions.

In the autumn, mask-free shopping, which disrupted the normal functioning of stores and
against which the police had to intervene in several cases, earned great media attention.
These acts of resistance were directed against vaccination and government measures to stop
the spread of the disease. At the same time, in the autumn of 2021, people were called upon

to launch a general strike, the main reason for which was the government's efforts to
introduce compulsory vaccination. Some opposition politicians and websites publishing
problematic content invited citizens to take part in the protests throughout the year. The
political topics described below related to the Covid-19 pandemic formed a significant part of
the content disseminated by disinformation actors.

Sputnik V Purchase

The fact that Sputnik V lacked a registration of the European Medicines Agency (EMA) at the
time when the then Minister of Health Marek Krajc¢i announced his intention to make the
purchase (February 3, 2021) played an important role. Kraj¢i stated that the Ministry of Health
of the Slovak Republic may issue a permit for the use of an unregistered vaccine. In mid-
February, then Prime Minister Igor Matovi¢ indicated that he was willing to provide Russian
vaccines even without EMA permission.
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On March 1, Matovi¢ announced the arrival of the first delivery of the Russian Sputnik V
vaccine at KoSice Airport (the EMA registration process did not begin until March 4). At the
same time, the Minister of Foreign Affairs Ivan Kor¢ok unaware of the situation informed at a
press conference on the issue of foreign policy consequences of the purchase. He
subsequently said that the Russian Sputnik V vaccine was an instrument of hybrid warfare. He
argued that the fact that the manufacturer did not apply for EMA registration until March 4
proves that it was a political tool in the hands of the Kremlin. He also described as
inappropriate the presence of the Prime Minister at the arrival of the first supply of vaccines,
as other vaccines had not been received and welcomed in this way.

In addition, the vaccine has quickly become one of the main subjects of the disinformation
narratives in the first half of 2021. Various actors took over the narratives from Russian pro-
Kremlin sources and official institutions, and at the same time used the topic as a tool to
oppose the then government.

It should be noted that the topic was so resonant due to the long-lasting campaign of many
pro-Kremlin actors who have been since September 2020 spreading disinformation and
conspiracy narratives about Covid-19 and vaccines.

These were mostly medical disinformation (for example, that the human adenoviruses used

III

by Sputnik V are “more natural” than those “monkeys ones” used by the AstraZeneca vaccine),
but also pro-Russian propaganda narratives (for example, that the Kremlin revealed “the
Western plans for a large campaign against Sputnik V,” that the Russian vaccine was
“registered as the first in the world,” that Russia thus won the race to develop the vaccine,
and that the situation confirms the “historical truth that rescue always comes from Russia”

and so on).

At the same time, these narratives served to discredit EMA and the European Union, whose
vaccine supplies were deliberately downplayed, and, conversely, the purchase of vaccines
from Russia was portrayed as an act of friendly help. The purchase also received a response in
the Russian media, where Matovic¢'s words of gratitude were taken over, and the purchase of
Russian vaccines in the Slovak Republic as an EU member state was overtly emphasized. Maria
Zacharova from the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs also commented on Ivan Korcok's
claims about the Russian vaccine as a tool in hybrid warfare and deemed them inappropriate
and insensitive in the context of the current global pandemic situation.

Anti-Government Protests

Along with the spread of the pandemic, an extensive disinformation campaign took place in
the Slovak information space against government measures, political and medical authorities,
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as well as against the EU. In 2021, the topic of vaccinations and vaccines resonated the most
within the disinformation narratives, and the spread of these narratives resulted in the
formation of a widespread anti-vaccination movement. Its first protest took place at state
border crossings beginning on July 5, 2021, when the government's decision to tighten border
controls and close some border crossings due to the spread of Covid-19 came into force.

The first clashes erupted at the borders of the Slovak Republic and the Czech Republic—Horné
Stnie and Vrbovce. The biggest protest took place between the villages of Vrbovce (SR) and
Velka nad Veli¢kou (CZ). Another key protest was held on July 9, 2021 and the crossings
Petrzalka (SR) - Rajka (HU) and Svrcinovec (SR) - Mosty u Jablunkova (CZ). Some political actors
began to express support for the movement, both on social media and by participating in
protests.

Several protests took place during the second week of July in front of the homes of doctors
who publicly support vaccinations (ID specialist Pavol Jarcuska, Vladimir Kréméry, and
pediatrician Elena Prokopovad). The biggest protest was held on July 14 in front of the house
of the chief hygienist Jan Mikas.

Later, several more protests were held in front of the buildings of several state institutions:
onJuly 10 in front of the Office of the Government of the Slovak Republic; July 23 in front of
the building of the National Council of the Slovak Republic; July 29-30 in front of the National
Council of the Slovak Republic and the Presidential Palace; August 5-7 in front of the Office of
the Government of the Slovak Republic and the Presidential Palace. The events of these
summer months culminated in the protests on the Day of the Constitution of the Slovak
Republic on September 1 in Bratislava and KoSice in front of the building of the Constitutional
Court of the Slovak Republic. Subsequently, protests took place in the capital on November
17, the Day of the Struggle for Freedom and Democracy.

Disinformation actors and media with problematic content regularly reported on alleged
violations of the constitution and laws restricting citizens' rights, which they said would lead
to catastrophic consequences: segregation, discrimination of the unvaccinated, apartheid
(category 1 vaccinated, category 2 non-vaccinated), or even genocide. By spreading these
alarming reports, conspiracies, and misleading information, these actors amplified the fear
and distrust of citizens. There was also an effort to unite opposition political forces against the
government as a common enemy. At the same time, the ability of these political entities to
act in unison and “join” forces to combat the system personified by the government and the
parliamentary coalition could be seen.
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Referendum on Early Parliamentary Elections and Electoral Law

A widespread disinformation narrative that emerged in early August 2021 was the supposed
attempt by Interior Minister Roman Mikulec to amend the electoral law so that unvaccinated
people would not have the right to vote. It was alleged that the government was trying to
manipulate the elections, which was to meant the end of democracy in Slovakia. By spreading
this narrative, disinformation actors hoped to promote and boost participation in anti-
government protests on September 1.

Another resonating topic was the effort of opposition entities to hold early parliamentary
elections based on a petition action they initiated. The question of amending the Constitution
of the Slovak Republic so that the legislative period of the National Council of the Slovak
Republic could last shorter if a valid referendum was held on the matter thus entered the
public discussion. More than 600,000 people have supported the petition for a referendum
on early elections. The referendum question was: “Do you agree that the Viil. term of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic should be shortened so that the elections to the
National Council of the Slovak Republic could take place within 180 days from the date of the
announcement of the results of this referendum?”

President Zuzana Caputova turned to the Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic in this
matter. On July 7, 2021, the court decided that the issue of the proposed referendum on

shortening the term of the National Council of the Slovak Republic was not in accordance with
the Constitution of the Slovak Republic. Despite the official position of the Constitutional Court
of the Slovak Republic, narratives emerged in the Slovak information space that the president
had deliberately thwarted the referendum. According to Petr Pellegrini from Hlas party, it was
a “sad day for Slovak democracy”. The former Prime Minister Igor Matovi¢ spoke about the
president's malicious actions, which he considered “mean, insidious, and a spit in the eyes of
600,000 people.”

Political Actors on Facebook

After analyzing 150 Facebook posts of selected political actors based on a set of keywords, we
found that political and health issues related to the Covid-19 pandemic appeared in the largest
number of posts and attracted the most interactions.

112 Facebook posts discussed these topics. They appeared mainly in posts by MP M. Mazurek
(35), L. Blaha (34), and M. Uhrik (19). Other posts were shared by R. Fico (7), S. Harabin (7), M.
Heredos (3), A. Danko (2), M. Suja (2), and 1 post was published by opposition politicians M.
Géci, Marek Kotleba, and T. Taraba.
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The total number of interactions of the posts in which we identified political and health
references related to the Covid-19 pandemic, was 4,576,749. Video content in this category
received approximately 49,669,300 views.

Covid-related political and health topics: number of interactions and views. [l Number of interactions
Number of views
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822661/.
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These were mostly posts on the following topics: state of emergency, compulsory vaccination,
general strike, vaccination passes (so-called covid passports), testing, measures introduced or
being prepared by the government during the period under review. At the same time, there
was an overlap between political and health issues. For example, many government measures
to prevent the spread of the virus have been downplayed or linked to health disinformation
by selected political actors and have been used as arguments proving the government's
incompetence and alleged human rights abuses.

The post with the highest number of interactions on the Covid-19 topic was published on
February 25, 2021, on the page of the opposition MP Milan Mazurek, currently active in the
Republika political movement. It was a video of a speech by MP Mazurek in the plenary of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic, in which he addressed the topic of the state of
emergency, measures, and the forthcoming referendum on early parliamentary elections. The
video received 82,499 interactions and approximately 1.26 million views.

In the post, Mazurek opposed the introduction of a state of emergency but also spoke against
Covid-19 testing, movement restrictions, and other measures. He argued that the
introduction and extension of the state of emergency in Slovakia, together with other
measures, will serve the government and allow it to deny basic human rights and freedoms to
people. At the same time, it was an effort to support the business of MOMs (mobile collection
points), which were performing antigen testing. Mazurek called the introduction of measures
to prevent the spread of Covid-19 an attempt to ruin the entire state by constantly prolonging
the state of emergency.

The post also stated that “Third world countries managed to save many more lives than we
do, thanks to offering to the people who have a bad health condition or a severe form of this
disease treatment with high doses of vitamins and ivermectin, which is also used in Slovakia”.
He thus mitigates the health risks associated with Covid-19 and offers drugs with potentially
dangerous consequences for human health.

At the end of the post, Mazurek stated: “We will continue to fight! We will soon offer Slovakia
an alternative and | believe that the signatures for the referendum will be collected as soon as
possible so that the nation can express itself!” This statement referred to the planned
referendum on early parliamentary elections which in the end did not take place due to a
ruling of the Constitutional Court.
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The post, which received the second-highest number of interactions (72,645), also came from
Milan Mazurek. The video was published on November 20, 2021, and had 750,800 views at
the time of data collection. It focused on the topic of compulsory vaccination and other anti-
pandemic measures. According to Mazurek, the Slovak Republic took the example of Austria,
which announced harsh measures and mandatory vaccinations for its citizens. In the video, he
argued the government plans to divide citizens into two categories — those with rights
(vaccinated) and those without rights (non-vaccinated).

Mazurek used false arguments and misleading dramatization in the post, claiming that a
temporary lockdown would lead to a “complete closure” for all and bring the aforementioned
division of the population into two categories. According to him, the real goal of the
government's measures was to be “the introduction of totalitarianism, the restriction of
human rights, and a new normality”, which was to mean “living in a huge totalitarian gulag”.
The opposition MP questioned the authority of government experts, as well as the measures
themselves and especially the vaccination. He claimed that it was completely irrelevant how
many times people could be vaccinated and what percentage of vaccination the state would
have. The post, therefore, carried elements of political and health issues related to Covid-19.
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The video published by Stefan Harabin on November 28, 2021, was also successful. The
video reached 70,351 interactions and had more than 910,100 views. In our ranking of the
150 most successful posts, it took third place. The video captured an interview with Russian
academic Alexander Redko, in which he talks about vaccines against Covid-19.

The almost 4.5-minute video promoted a lot of misleading and false information. In the
interview, Redko claimed that the vaccine was not effective against the mutated virus because
the original virus no longer existed. He also said that a safe vaccine against Covid-19 did not
exist because the research had not yet been completed and preliminary results indicated that
the vaccination had no anti-epidemic effect. He described the vaccination against Covid-19 as
a large business project that is based on lies. According to Redko, up to 25% of Covid-19
vaccines are only placebo. The remaining doses are said to have no positive effect or even
increase the risk of a serious form of the disease. Finally, he added that he knew a number of
people who had become seriously ill or died after being vaccinated against Covid-19.
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The alleged danger and ineffectiveness of vaccines were among the most common narratives
in the analyzed posts. In this context, Slovak political actors mostly disseminated false
information and information taken out of context, which resulted in uncertainty and fear.

A select group of political actors kept calling the Covid-19 vaccines experimental, which was
meant to raise doubts about their safety. Milan Mazurek has repeatedly claimed in several
posts that vaccine manufacturers are not responsible for any side effects after vaccination.
According to the MP, everyone knows someone who had serious side effects after the
vaccination or even died as a result of the vaccine.

In an effort to discredit the Covid-19 vaccines, political actors have also attacked vaccine-
producing pharmaceutical companies. According to MP Blaha, “greedy pharmaceutical
corporations” use us as guinea pigs. In fact, companies are not concerned about people's
health, but only about earnings. Government officials are reportedly being paid by
pharmaceutical companies to promote the vaccines. On the topic of vaccinating children,
Blaha said: “The government has turned us into a laboratory for American pharmaceutical
firms and risks the lives of our children! They want to experiment on our Slovak children.” By
exploiting this topic concerning children, Blaha appeals to emotions and the basic human
instincts like the protection of the weakest.

In addition to questioning the safety of vaccines, the politicians analyzed resorted to
allegations that vaccination against Covid-19 was ineffective. For example, non-parliamentary
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politician Andrej Danko said: “Vaccination will not solve Covid, (...) there is no such thing as
collective immunity.” Blaha expressed a similar opinion in his post in which he wrote that it is
not possible to achieve collective immunity to viruses because they mutate. According to Fico
and Blaha, vaccination against Covid-19 does not help even in countries where almost the
entire population is vaccinated, as the number of infected is growing there as well. At the
same time, however, they completely neglected the severity of the disease or the situation in
hospitals.

One of the most frequent claims was that the new wave of the disease was caused by
vaccinated people. Blaha wrote: “Without vaccination, the pandemic could have been over by
now”. In this case, he spreads disinformation based on the claim that the virus only mutates
in vaccinated people, and it is because of them that more contagious variants arise.

Efforts have also been made to substantiate misleading claims about the dangers of vaccines
with expert studies. For example, Blaha informed about a study from the scientific journal
Vaccines. Based on this study, he said that the Covid-19 vaccine might kill more people than it
could save. He also said that “dramatically more people may die from vaccination”, “it is clear
that only a fraction of serious side effects have been reported” or that “experimental Covid
vaccines can have long-term consequences, even dfter a longer period of time (...) the number

of deaths can be much higher.”

However, the study cited by Blaha was withdrawn due to serious concerns about the
misinterpretation of the data, which led to incorrect and distorted conclusions. The research
was withdrawn on July 2, 2021, Blaha published his contribution on July 9, 2021. Given that
the reader is clearly informed about the withdrawal of the study, we believe that Blaha was
aware of the incorrectness of the research and still published the post.
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Another successful post was published by Milan Mazurek on November 12, 2021. The video
had 58,646 interactions and approximately 665,600 views. It captured the emotional speech
of MP Mazurek in the National Council of the Slovak Republic on anti-pandemic measures.

39


https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=282872923294675
https://www.facebook.com/100044618700975/posts/433085041522116
https://www.facebook.com/100044229289610/posts/446098183541154
https://www.facebook.com/100044618700975/posts/427469675416986
https://www.facebook.com/100044618700975/posts/444364987060788
https://www.facebook.com/100044618700975/posts/427469675416986
https://www.facebook.com/100044618700975/posts/433085041522116
https://www.facebook.com/2047997592105476/posts/2998606097044616
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34232371/
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/9/7/693/htm?fbclid=IwAR3ci9nikCBiOMXvURngPDiVcmmV5qSxUORpEUCNEs76xmpehG8EOlTjBMA
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=947837696151327

During his monologue, he accused the Minister of Justice, Maria Kolikova, as well as the entire
government, of introducing fascism and totalitarianism. The video said that government
officials were restricting the movement of free and healthy citizens by adopting
unconstitutional restrictions and deliberately trying to violate their fundamental rights and
freedoms.
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Posts related to Covid-19 often featured the comparison of anti-pandemic measures to
fascism, totalitarianism, Nazism, and apartheid. According to these narratives, the

government allegedly introduces a system of fascist totalitarianism, covid totalitarianism,
coronatotality, or coronafascism in Slovakia. Human rights and fundamental freedoms are said

to be constantly violated, government officials are putting in place repressive measures, and
depriving citizens of basic human dignity. According to these narratives, these measures will
result in unconstitutional segregation, discrimination, and the division of citizens into

superhumans and subhumans. At the same time, government officials incite hatred against
unvaccinated citizens, treat them as a “bioterrorist threat” and have unleashed “pandemic
terror” throughout Slovakia.

The disinformation that the government is preparing a concentration camp has also become
viral. This disinformation emerged after the announcement of the intention to build a Mobile
Monitoring System (MOVIR) to protect at-risk groups from the spread of viral diseases. MP
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Mazurek misleadingly portrayed the project as an electronic prison, thanks to which it will be
possible to monitor unvaccinated people. Of the 150 most successful posts we have analyzed,
MOVIR has been mentioned in 3 videos posted on Mazurek's profile. These had a total of
105,213 interactions and more than 1,465,400 views.
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Vlada plati za vyvoj moderného koncentraku, pre izolaciu ludi Vlada pre nas testuje moderny koncentra¢ny tabor
POZOR! VLADA FINANCUJE VYVOJ MODERNEHO KONCENTRAKU! PRINASAME POZOR!!! VLADA PRE NAS CHYSTA MODERNE KONCENTRAKY. DALA NA TO SKORO 4
PODROBNE DETAILY! Klamstva a Gbohé tskoky mini ministra Nada ma presvedcili, aby MILIONY! Priatelia, ako blesk z jasného ne ych zasiahla informécia, ze niekolko
som ludom &o najpodrobnejiie vysvetlil jednotlivé aspekty desivého totalitného totalitnych blaznov bude v naj hv kovom priestore Lest testovat
koncentraény tabor 21. storodia. Bude vytvoreny z mobilnych senzorickych zariadeni

projektu MOVIR. ako vystrihnutého z knihy 1984, na ktorom préve pracuji vedecki
pracovnici Technickej univerzity v... See More ktoré budu... See More
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

In addition to comparing the government to a Nazi, fascist or totalitarian regime, government
officials were compared to Nazi officials. For example, Minister of Health Vladimir Lengvarsky
was compared to Mengele, Prime Minister Eduard Heger to Himmler and Minister of Justice
Maria Kolikova to “the prison guard of Mauthausen”. It is a toxic and offensive label meant to

portray government officials in a negative way and arouse the distrust of citizens in their
actions. At the same time, a clear intersection of health and policy issues related to Covid-19
can be observed in these examples.

Last but not least, opposition to wearing masks and respirators persisted during 2021. The
most common claim was that people could not breathe through them. The second part of the
interview with Russian academic Redko, which Harabin posted on his Facebook, was also one
of the most popular videos. The post, which had 36,011 interactions and approximately
489,700 views, promoted disinformation about masks. In the video, Redko claimed that by
wearing masks, people increased the risk of a serious Covid-19 disease or even death. Upper
airway covering and isolation are said to prevent the body from being exposed to the
surrounding virus, depriving people of their immunity. As a result, their bodies are unable to
fight Covid-19 effectively.
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To summarize, as many as 54 of the 112 Facebook posts on the Covid-19 topic discussed
vaccination (approximately 48.21% of all posts on the topic), either in the context of
compulsory vaccination, side effects, or alleged discrimination against the unvaccinated (13
of these posts were devoted to the latter, thus approximately 11.61% of all posts on the topic).
In 28 posts (25% of all posts on the topic), the side effects of vaccines were highlighted and
exaggerated, or there were claims that vaccination does not help or does not help enough.
The 24 posts were related to the topic of government measures to prevent the spread of
Covid-19 (approximately 21.43% of all posts on the topic). In 18 posts (approximately 16.07%
of all posts on the topic), it was mentioned that vaccination is being promoted because of p
pharmaceutical firms that want to make the most of the profits. Finally, the topic of anti-
government protests appeared in 11 posts (approximately 9.82% of all posts on the topic) and
10 posts focused on the general strike (approximately 8.93% of all posts on the topic).
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Websites

-9~ Covid-related Political and Health Topics

The graph shows the prevalence of the topic during 2021 in comparison to other published content. Data were
obtained using the Gerulata Juno analytical tool.

Among the selected topics, political and health topics related to the Covid-19 pandemic
appeared most often not only on Facebook but also in the analyzed web content. They
appeared almost continuously throughout the year, as the websites constantly published
information on government measures, for example.

As for all published content of selected media during 2021, three peaks can be identified when
the largest amount of content was published. It was the beginning of the year, when topics
such as nationwide testing, covid automat, but also vaccines resonated — primarily the
purchase of Russian Sputnik V vaccines and the following coalition crisis. Subsequently, during
the summer months, selected sites published mainly articles on anti-government protests and
resistance to measures (especially against vaccination certificates). In October 2021, most of
the articles analyzed focused on vaccination, specific vaccines, or the so-called “cap” protest
in Rimavska Sobota, organized by members of the SMER-SD party.

We covered 1,783 articles within the Covid-19 topic. Thus, this was the topic where we
identified the largest amount of web content. The highest number of articles came from
Extraplus (552 articles), Hlavny dennik (383 articles), and Badatel (199 articles).
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The number of articles published by the selected websites on the Covid-19 topic: both political and health
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822683/.

Within the data set of the web content on the Covid-19 topic we analyzed, we recorded the
largest number of articles during February 2021, then during July, and finally in December
2021, which more or less copies the overall trend described above. In February, the most
relevant content was devoted to the planned purchase of the Russian Sputnik V vaccine. In
December, most articles dealt with compulsory vaccination as well as with the vaccination of
children.
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The number of articles on the topic of Covid-19 (both political and health topic) by individual months.
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822699/.

The Covid-19 topic was accompanied by the highest number of mentions of political actors
among the analyzed topics. Lubos Blaha (67 mentions) received the most mentions, followed
by Robert Fico (37 mentions), and Milan Uhrik (21 mentions).
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The number of mentions of political actors within the Covid-19 topic (both political and health topics).
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822713/.

Due to the high number of articles on Covid-19, 2021 has seen a spread of many narratives.
Similar to the analysis of Facebook content, the probe into the content published by websites
showed that the highest number of articles focused on the topic of vaccination and vaccines.
These articles covered topics such as compulsory vaccination, vaccination of children, and
vaccination of the elderly. The second most widespread topic was the Covid-19 vaccines in
general, their side effects, deaths after vaccination, or specific vaccines.

The 89 articles analyzed were devoted to misleading claims about the side effects of Covid-
19 vaccines. There were baseless allegations that vaccines cause blindness, inflammation of
the heart muscle and other heart diseases, AIDS, autoimmune diseases, and cancer. Badatel
addressed this topic daily and claimed that the real threat is the vaccines, not the virus, and
deaths after vaccination are falsely presented as Covid-19 deaths because vaccines are said to

“use mRNA to activate the production of toxic spike proteins in the human body.”

The articles also touched on alternative treatments for Covid-19 or the promotion of
unverified drugs. It was mainly about highlighting the alleged preventive and therapeutic
effect of vitamin D, in which case the examined articles (in 23 cases) referred mainly to the
doctor Juraj Mesik. However, the articles also focused on promoting various other vitamins or
the drug ivermectin. We mentioned ivermectin in the analysis of 97 articles. However,
ivermectin was not recommended by the European Medicines Agency (EMA) or the US Food
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and Drug Administration (FDA) for coronavirus treatment, as available data at the time did not

show a clear positive effect in the treatment of patients.

During the period under review, there were also conspiratorial narratives associated with the
alleged efforts of global elites to monitor the population through vaccination certificates
(covid passports). The topic of covid passports was included in the analysis of 82 articles and
was presented as a tool used by the EU to restrict personal freedom. In addition, the

monitored sites also shared reports of microchip implants being injected under the skin during
vaccination. They should carry vaccination information that would be read by a regular
smartphone. According to Magazinel, Marian Kotleba spoke about these implants at the
beginning of the pandemic, but he was criticized for spreading alarming messages. The article
read: “A year ago, they would have ridiculed you for it and called it a fantasy. Today, however,
they talk openly about a small microchip the size of rice, which they can apply under your skin,
so you carry your covid passport everywhere with you.”

Another important topic was the government's measures to prevent the spread of Covid-19.
These have been presented many times as a government's effort to discriminate against
unvaccinated citizens. The means of discrimination should be, for example, compulsory
testing at work, vaccination, covid automat, and police checks. Terms such as totalitarianism
(10 articles), apartheid (6 articles), segregation (13 articles), fascism (14 articles), and genocide
(8 articles) accompanied many narratives promoted by the examined articles.

Along with the measures, there were reports of anti-government protests, which were
addressed in 83 analyzed articles. We have included in this category articles devoted to
protests against the pandemic measures and vaccination in other countries (for example,
Austria, the Netherlands, Italy), but also in Slovakia. 4 articles in this category were devoted

to protests in front of the homes of Slovak doctors and experts, who were called pharma
lobbyists. Only one of the analyzed articles dealt with protests at the borders, but 24 articles
wrote about the border regime and conditions for commuters. Other articles were devoted to
the protest in front of the Presidential Palace, which was held as a response to the verdict of
the Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic on the unconstitutionality of the referendum
on early parliamentary elections, as well as the protest in front of the National Council of the
Slovak Republic. In the context of a protest in front of the parliament, Hlavny dennik published
a statement by Lubos Blaha: “So much anger, disrespect, and hatred towards ordinary people
have not been seen since 1945.” The topic of the referendum on early elections appeared in
26 analyzed articles. In this context, the popular narrative was that president Zuzana Caputova
thwarted the referendum by turning to the Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic, and
thus betrayed the citizens.
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https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822721/.

USA

The United States, which is a strategic security partner of the Slovak Republic, was the target
of many disinformation actors during 2021. At the beginning of the year, the information
space was preoccupied with events related to the election of a new American president.
Incumbent President Donald J. Trump refused to accept the election results and disseminating
misleading and false information about the rigged elections has driven some of his
sympathizers to take action. Thus, several hundred of them decided on January 6 to attack the
Capitol Building — the seat of the US Congress.

Trump's public statements resulted in the so-called impeachment, that is, a constitutional
action against the President of the United States. At the same time, his accounts on social
media Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram were blocked. The reason was the spread of
conspiracy theories that fueled hateful and violent tendencies in society.

Disinformation actors in our information space have often taken over conspiracy narratives
directly from American sources or Trump himself. Thus, the conspiracies of the QAnon
movement began to spread in Slovakia, especially the theory of the so-called deep state which
claims that the USA is ruled by a secret cabal of elites who have conspired to bring down
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Trump. The aim of these disinformation narratives was often to portray Donald Trump as a
brave defender of “traditional values” and an enemy of globalist elites.

On the other hand, newly elected President Joe Biden has been portrayed as a weak and
untrustworthy statesman. Disinformation actors often questioned his health and drew
attention to his advanced age. There were also derogatory posts about his alleged senility or
dementia.

Biden's attitude towards Russia and China was also criticized. Disinformation actors addressed
mainly the escalating tensions on the Ukrainian-Russian border. They attributed the
deterioration in international relations to NATO's aggressive expansion to the East. The US
was supposed to threaten Russia in order to pursue its own interests. The aggressive coercive
diplomacy of the Russian Federation was portrayed as self-defense by disinformation actors.

In the context of US-Russian relations, meetings and phone calls between Biden and Putin
resonated in the Slovak information space. At the end of the year, the bilateral agreement on
cooperation in the field of defense between the governments of the USA and Slovakia (DCA)
became a key topic. Disinformation actors began to use the treaty to spread the fear that US
military bases would be established in Slovakia and weapons of mass destruction would be
stationed here. Supporters of the DCA, especially the Secretary of Defense and Foreign Affairs,
were even referred to as American agents.

Disinformation actors also widely discussed the purchase of new Black Hawk helicopters, the
transfer of military equipment through Slovak territory, anti-pandemic measures, and the
construction of the Nord Stream Il pipeline.

Political Actors on Facebook

Lubo$ Blaha, Milan Mazurek, Milan Uhrik, Stefan Harabin, and Eduard Chmelar were the ones
who mainly dealt with topics related to the USA on Facebook. Of the 150 analyzed articles,
this topic was featured in 8, of which 4 were published by Lubo$ Blaha. Together, US-related
topics were able to gain nearly 209,000 interactions and 2.28 million views.

The most successful post on this topic was a video by Lubos Blaha from November 26, which
attracted 42,060 interactions and more than 353,000 views. In the video, MP Blaha tried to
arouse suspicion that the American neoliberal elites are behind the creation of Covid-19.
According to Blaha, the reason for this suspicion is the fact that Anthony Fauci, President
Biden's medical adviser, admitted that during his tenure as director of the National Health
Institute, the US government contributed to virus research in the Wuhan laboratory.

In the video, Blaha also mentions that the pandemic was one of the main reasons for the
electoral defeat of Donald Trump. By claiming this, he sought to create the impression that
the neoliberal elites had planned a world pandemic in order to remove Trump from his seat

49


https://www.mosr.sk/50871-sk/dohoda-o-spolupraci-v-oblasti-obrany-medzi-vladou-slovenskej-republiky-a-vladou-spojenych-statov-americkych/
https://www.facebook.com/100044618700975/posts/441760037321283

and replace him with Joe Biden. Blaha also emphasized that Biden's election campaign was
also funded by Pfizer and George Soros. In his argument, he quoted Republican far-right
politician Josh Mandel, known for spreading disinformation about “stolen elections.” Mandel
accused George Soros of being behind the pandemic along with the deep-state and insisted
that it was a planned action.

However, there are several logical errors in Blaha's argument. The basic thesis that a world
pandemic was created to achieve electoral success is, to say the least, questionable. The
effects of the pandemic on society are still largely unknown to us. It is highly unlikely that
anyone would be able to predict in advance the impact of a global pandemic on the outcome
of the US presidential election.

Also, a scenario in which Communist China would allow millions of its people to be exposed
to a dangerous virus just to meet the wishes of “American neoliberal elites” is highly unlikely.
The fact that President Biden ordered an investigation into whether the virus escaped from a
Chinese laboratory also does not fit into Blaha's theory.

sq Lubos Blaha @ posted a video.
»

1 month ago

PRAVDA O COVIDE?

PRAVDA O COVIDE? Covid sa nieckomu paradne vyplatil... Toto nie je kon3piraéna
tedria, toto su fakty z amerického kongresu... Spojené staty americké financovali
vyskum koronavirov na netopieroch - a zhodou okolnosti vzapati vypukla svetova
pandémia, ktora niekomu bohovsky vyhovuje.

Sen. Rand Paul calls for Anthomy Fauds to resign in latest clash
@ver origing of COVID-19

252.4K Post Views J 353.1K Total Views
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

Another popular US-related post was Stefan Harabin's video posted on April 8, which reached
21,152 interactions and 338,200 views. In the video, Stefan Harabin responded to the
escalating tensions on the Ukrainian-Russian border, for which he says the US under the
leadership of Joe Biden is responsible. Harabin argued that the United States was on the brink
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of economic collapse and therefore needed to provoke a war in Europe that would be
economically advantageous for them. However, he said that such a plan was not feasible
during Donald Trump's rule, and thus Trump's allegations of fake presidential elections are
said to be true.

Stefan Harabin, like many others, accepted Trump's narrative about stolen elections, but he
slightly modified it so that he could approach the Slovak audience and play on their feelings.
When electoral fraud becomes a tool to start a war in Europe, the message can provoke a
strong response. Harabin's post deliberately played on the audience's feelings and
misinterpreted the situation in Ukraine. In the video, Harabin claimed that Ukraine was on the
brink of war. However, he did not mention that there has been an armed conflict in Ukraine
since 2014 and that the aggressive steps taken by the Russian Federation are behind it.

«  Stefan Harabin
g 9 months ago

Biden a Clintonovsko-Soro3ovska klika Zenie Eurépu, aj cez Caputovi, do vojny.
Vyzyvam Caputovii a Hegera, aby sa verejne distancovali od doslova provokaénych
krokov za Gi¢elom vyvolania vojny s Ruskom. Nezabudnite pani Caputova na to, Ze nagi
vojaci vzdy, ked neSlovaci v minulom storoéi hnali Slovakov do vojny proti Rusku, tito
pri prvej... See More
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

The disinformation narratives about the United States examined shared several common
features. An important aspect was building distrust and fear of the United States. This was
due to the civil unrest surrounding the US presidential election. In this regard, it was possible
to identify in the posts the attempt to discredit the current President Biden, as well as the
elections themselves. On the other hand, Slovak disinformation actors praised former
President Trump. Another important part of this narrative was building the image of the
United States as an aggressor who because of its greed seeks to provoke conflict in Europe.
The analyzed actors took over some disinformation narratives directly from American sources
and adapted them to an attractive form for the Slovak audience.
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https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822800/.

Websites

The graph shows the prevalence of the topic during 2021 compared to other published content. Data were
obtained using the Gerulata Juno analytical tool.
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A survey of content related to the topic of the USA published during 2021 by 10 selected
websites shows that articles on this topic were published constantly throughout the year. The
peaks during which they attracted the most reactions from the audience were mainly at the
beginning of the year and in November.

These peaks are probably related to events such as the attack on the Capitol (January 6), the
inauguration of President Joe Biden (January 20), or the unveiling of a new strategy to fight
Covid-19 at the end of the year.

Based on a set of keywords, we identified 774 articles related to the United States published
on the websites we analyzed. The highest number of articles on the topic was published by
Extraplus (235 articles), followed by Slovanské noviny (163 articles) and Hlavny dennik (150
articles).
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
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Topics related to the USA appeared in the articles published on the analyzed websites
continuously throughout the year. A lot of this content was published at the beginning of the
year, mainly after the US election, the attack on the Capitol, the impeachment, and the
inauguration of the new President Joe Biden. The second critical period was December 2021,
when we identified the highest number of articles on the topic of the USA. This is mainly
related to the events in Ukraine, the ongoing negotiations between the Russian and American
presidents, as well as the draft agreement on defense cooperation between the Slovak
Republic and the USA (DCA).
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There were also mentions of some political actors in articles related to the US topic. Lubos
Blaha received the most mentions (14 mentions), followed by non-parliamentary actors
Eduard Chmelar (12 mentions) and Anna Belousovova (9 mentions).
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822846/.
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We have identified several key narratives in US-related articles. In the first two months of the
year, the topic of the US election and the attack on the Capitol dominated. In the analyzed
articles, disinformation narratives about rigged elections also appeared. These narratives
predicted the end of democratic elections around the world, because “if the falsification of
elections passed into the so-called 'Symbol of democracy', then boundaries will be torn down
in all states and elections will be manipulated quite openly.”

In addition, narratives were also spread in an effort to discredit the new president Joe Biden,
whom the analyzed articles described as senile or incompetent. Allegations were made that
his health does not allow him to fully perform all the duties of the presidency. According to
this narrative, Biden will not be able to hold office for the entire parliamentary term. His steps
are manipulated by Vice President Kamala Harris, who is reportedly planning on replacing
Biden. The US president was also described as an anti-Russian warmonger, whose actions
would worsen “relations between the United States and Russia, China, Iran, and other states,
as Washington will continue its aggressive, coercive policy.” Finally, narratives claiming that
Biden pursues a very unsound migration policy and that he plans to make the support of the
LGBTQ community's rights a cornerstone of American diplomacy, too, emerged.

A popular topic in the analysis of web content was also the relations of the USA under the
leadership of President Biden with the Russian Federation. One of the key topics in this context
was Biden's speech at ABC News, where he answered yes to the question of whether Putin is
a killer. Extraplus took over the statement of Lubos Blaha, who claimed that Russian-American
relations are at a freezing point, because “Biden went completely crazy and called Russian
President Putin a 'killer', which is two millimeters from the declaration of war”. He also linked
the topic with the opposition to American bases in Slovakia. This reappeared at the end of the
year in connection with the forthcoming agreement on defense cooperation between the
Slovak Republic and the USA (DCA). According to Blaha, the Slovak Republic “will be turned
into a colony and a military base of the United States by this proposal.”

Narratives focused on US influence in Europe, too, often re-appeared during the period under
review. Hlavny dennik portrayed the United States as an actor seeking to create an unruly
Third World and a colony that would serve the interests of Americans. Europe is also said to
be a US accessory or colony because it has imposed sanctions on Russia for trying to poison
opposition leader Alexei Navalny who was portrayed in a negative light as “a paid agent, a
'West Hop,' a clown and a populist who make the EU and the US a hero.”

On the other hand, the analyzed articles glorified the government officials, primarily Russian
President Vladimir Putin. Its view was largely associated with the preference of the so-called
“traditional values”, based on which the analyzed media portrayed Russia as the opposite of
Western “gender obscuration” and crimes against humanity, which are to be represented by
“forcing the teaching of transgenderism to children”. In this regard, some websites, for
example, took over Putin's statement that a woman is a woman and a man is a man.
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At the end of the year, the situation in Ukraine was also discussed to a great extent, including
negotiations between NATO and Russia. According to an article published on the Armadny
magazin website, these negotiations were only a farce for the media. However, the decision
to hold multilateral talks “demonstrates NATO's readiness to discuss Russia's draft documents,
including the most important one - NATO's non-enlargement”. The Extraplus portal took over
the statement of Milan Uhrik, who spread misleading claims that “if the Slovak government
accepts this agreement, Slovakia will de facto hand over its territory to the US military. We will
be their vassals and become the target of many of their enemies in the world. We will become
part of their conflict-inciting foreign policy.” At the same time, narratives spread that the DCA
would bring the deployment of nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles in Slovakia.

The number of articles on the USA featuring the selected sub-topics. B Number of articles
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822863/.

Russia

Even in 2021, the Slovak disinformation media, as well as political actors, addressed issues
related to Russia and its politics. Russia (or Russia's defense) is one of the long-standing topics
of these actors, focusing on the propaganda in line with the position of the Russian state media
and government officials.

Russia's relations with the West and Slovakia have long been among the main thematic areas
of disinformation actors. Disinformation media are flexible and always report on current
topics, while some of them are given more space than others.
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Resonating events related to Russia in 2021 included the investigation of the explosion in
Vrbétice in the Czech Republic and the subsequent expulsion of Russian diplomats, the energy
crisis, and rising energy prices. The accumulation of Russian troops at the Ukrainian borders
in April and the second half of 2021 was also an important part of the discourse of examined
actors.

From the beginning of 2021, and especially after its arrival to Slovakia on March 1, the topic
of the Russian Sputnik V vaccine was also very visible in the Slovak information space. We
covered this topic in the category of domestic political topics related to the Covid-19
pandemic.

The Vrbétice Case and the Expulsion of Russian Spies

On Saturday, April 17, the then Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babis and Interior Minister Jan
Hamacek held a press conference at which the Czech police and secret services informed the
public about suspicion of the involvement of Russian GRU members in the 2014 ammunition
depots explosion in Vrbétice which left two people dead.

According to both politicians, the evidence of Russian involvement in the event was so
compelling that the Czech government took diplomatic retaliation and expelled 18 Russian
intelligence officers with diplomatic cover from the Czech Republic. Slovakia has expressed
solidarity with the Czech Republic by expelling three intelligence officers with diplomatic
cover.

The people responsible for the explosion are Anatoly Chepiga and Alexander Mishkin, well
known as suspects in the attempted poisoning of double agent Sergei Skripal and his daughter
in Great Britain in 2018. The information from the Skripal case (which took place four years
after the explosions) was for Czech investigators key in identifying the perpetrators.

The Vrbétice case quickly became a major topic of Slovak disinformation websites, which
immediately began to question the official version and spread conspiracy theories about the
affair. Often, they reproduced narratives in line with the official interpretation promoted by
the Russian Federation.

They insisted on publishing evidence (from a top-secret investigation and from the work of
the secret services), conspiring that the whole case should serve as a pretext for excluding the
Russian state-owned company Rosatom from the tender for the completion of the Dukovany
nuclear power plant.

They also spread conspiracy theories claiming that the whole case was just a fabrication made
up by the Western secret services to legitimize the (non-existent) transfer of NATO and US
troops to the Russian border and that the Czech Republic is just a middleman in this great
geopolitical game. The Russian embassy in Slovakia also helped to spread this narrative.
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As evidence that the case was fabricated by the West, disinformation actors also used a
speech by President Zeman, who guestioned the official version that Russian citizens could be
behind the explosions.

Russia's Role in the Energy Crisis

Another resonating topic where Russia played a decisive role was the rising energy prices
caused by their deficit on the market. There were several reasons behind this situation. One
of them was the growing demand of an economy recovering after two years of pandemics,
less energy from wind farms, the prolonged winter of early 2021, and problems with a key
supplier, Russia.

The Russian state-owned company Gazprom, which supplies gas to Europe, has fulfilled its
long-term contracts but has stopped supplying gas to the so-called spot markets where
commodities are traded at market prices, thus reducing the volume of gas in Europe.

The fact that this is not a business but a political problem is evidenced by the statement by
Russian President Vladimir Putin, according to which the situation on the energy market may
calm down after the approval of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline which would allow Putin to
bypass Ukraine and ship gas through routes outside of its territory.

The certification of Nord Stream 2 was stopped by the German regulator due to the fact that
the pipeline did not meet European legal standards.

Disinformation media and actors reproduced the narratives put forward by Kremlin
propaganda. They claimed that the lack of gas and rising energy prices were due to Europe,
the European Union, and its transition to green energy and the adoption of the European
Green Deal.

Russia was supposed to be innocent in this case, allegedly only fulfilling its role of a reliable
energy supplier and a constructive partner in resolving the situation.

The West was accused of politicizing energy supplies and purposefully blocking Nord Stream
2, which was supposed to harm Russia. In fact, the West allegedly only harmed himself,
because Nord Stream 2 should also be in its interest.
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Situation in Ukraine

The situation in Ukraine in 2021 was one of the re-appearing topics of disinformation actors.
They took the stance of advocates of Russian policy towards its neighbor. Defending the
annexation of Crimea, relativizing Russia's participation in the war in Donbas, and accusing the
West of trying to use Ukraine for aggression against Russia were among the frequent narrative
featured in reporting on Ukraine.

In April 2021, and later in the autumn of 2021, Russia began to amass troops in offensive
positions near the border with Ukraine, against which it has been waging war since 2014. In
the autumn, about 120,000 soldiers with military equipment gathered near the Ukrainian
border.

According to its own words, Russia was trying to obtain security guarantees from the West,

which would include, among other things, a promise not to expand NATO to Ukraine. If these
conditions are not met, Russia would be unable to rule out any scenario or war.

Russia portrayed itself as a victim who allegedly only resisted Western aggression. In this
dispute, Ukraine is the tool the West exploits to incite aggression against Russia. Major
disinformation actors in Slovakia also reproduced this argument.

Such relativization of Ukrainian independence legitimizes in public discourse Russia's demands
on the West and its aggressive policies towards Ukraine.

According to disinformation and pro-Kremlin actors, Russia has the right to carry out whatever
military maneuvers on its territory. They presented Ukrainian warnings as an unfounded
hysteria to justify Western aggression against Russia.

With this “Russian scare”, Ukraine is trying to distract attention from its own domestic
economic problems, which deepened after Euromaidan in 2014 and its shift towards the West,
which only abuses it politically and economically against Russia.

Putin was portrayed as an experienced strategist who, unlike the West, wants peace, tries to
resolve the situation diplomatically, but is determined to defend the security of Russia, which
the West allegedly threatens.

Political Actors on Facebook

Among the 150 most successful posts of Slovak politicians, 17 posts discussed Russia. SMER
deputy Lubos$ Blaha addressed Russia and its relations with the West the most, in 11 posts,
followed by Milan Uhrik, Milan Mazurek (both from the Republika movement) and non-
parliamentary politician Stefan Harabin with two posts mentioning Russia.
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The analyzed posts on Russia reached a total of 402,010 interactions. Of these, MP Blaha
achieved 229,771 interactions with 11 posts, Mazurek 62,919, Stefan Harabin 60,059, and
Milan Uhrik 49,261. Out of 17 posts, we identified 7 videos that had a total of 2,107,500 views.
Two videos were posted by Mazurek (a total of 765,400 views), Uhrik (507,100), Blaha
(496,000) and one by Harabin (339,000).

Russia was one of the most resonating among international issues. The most successful post
on Russia (in terms of the number of interactions) was by Stefan Harabin on September 15,
which reached 38,907 interactions. In the post, Harabin discussed Vladimir Putin's alleged
speech, in which the Russian president was to talk about protecting Russian culture from
migrants, especially Muslims. Analyst Daniel Milo said that Putin's speech was fabricated and
a hoax that spread through chain mails as early as 2013. The post ranked 18th among the 150
most successful posts in 2021.

s Stefan Harabin
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Data from CrowdTangle, publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.
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Lubos Blah's most successful post was his Open Letter to the Ambassador of the Russian
Federation, in which he apologized on behalf of the Slovak nation for expelling Russian spies
with diplomatic cover after revealing suspicions of participation of Russian secret service
agents in the explosion of the ammunition depots in Vrbétice, Czech Republic. The post
received 29,343 interactions.

.q Lubgs Bla_l'_la ]
‘. 8 months ago

OTVORENY LIST VELVYSLANCOVI RUSKE) FEDERACIE VaZeny pan velvyslanec, ctenf
ruski priatelia, dovolte, aby sme sa v mene slovenského naroda ospravedinili ndému
bratskému ruskému narodu za zlo, ktoré pacha vlada Eduarda Hegera. Vyhostenie
troch ruskych diplomatov vnimame ako hlipe a agresivne gesto, ku ktoremu
slovenska vlada pristipila... See More
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

The monitored political actors addressed several topics in their posts on Russia. They focused
mostly on the Vrbétice case (6 posts), the Russian aggression in Ukraine (4 posts), and the role
of Russia in the liberation of Slovakia in World War Il (4 posts). In one post, politicians also
addressed Alexei Navalny, as well as the Sputnik V vaccine, minorities in Russia, the Panama
papers case, and the energy crisis (the last two posts are only marginally relevant). In the case
of two analyzed posts, we identified two topics at the same time.

The Vrbétice Case

A number of the most successful posts on Russia discussed the Vrbétice case. In the posts
examined, the politicians questioned the official version of the Czech secret services, which
was presented by the Czech government and in which the main suspects were Russian secret
agents Alexander Mishkin and Anatoly Chepiga. Milan Mazurek called the official version a
“fairy tale”.

In three instances, politicians used conspiracy theory in their posts on Vrbétice. Blaha called
the whole case a “long-running propaganda campaign” that was to serve as a pretext for the
war with Russia. According to Blaha, the actors behind this case were the Western intelligence
services. Blaha also insisted that the expulsion of three spies with diplomatic cover from
Slovakia in response to Vrbétice was a conspiracy orchestrated by the United States. According
to him, the expulsion took place “on the instructions of the American embassy”. However,
Blaha did not support this claim with any evidence.

Blaha used the case of Vrbétice mainly to criticize the West and the Slovak government led by
Eduard Heger. He presented the expulsion of spies (Blaha spoke of diplomats) as an unsound
decision that bears the traits of treason.
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The Czech president MiloS Zeman, who questioned the version about Russia's participation in
the Vrbétice explosions, played into cards of the Slovak disinformation actors a week after the
new evidence in the case was announced. On April 27, Blaha posted a video on Facebook in
which he talked about Zeman in superlatives, with admiration, and as of a great statesman.
He puts Zeman in contrast to Slovak President Zuzana Caputova, who allegedly acts on the
instructions of the American embassy.

g‘ 2 Lubc:s nBtIaha °

Klobuk dole, pan prezident Milos Zeman. KieZ by sme aj my mali hlavu 3tatu, ktora
hovori pravdu a nesiri nenavist’ voci Rusku. Toto je odkaz zo Slovenska - dakujeme
Vam za odvahu a mudrost!
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

Russian Aggression in Ukraine

In 2021, political actors on Facebook also commented on the escalation of the situation in
Ukraine, which has been defending itself against Russian military aggression since 2014. The
escalation was first reported in April 2021 and the second in autumn and December 2021.
Despite the fact that Russia was planning to wage war against Ukraine and gathering its troops
at their joint borders with threats to intensify the conflict, political actors accused the West of
escalating tensions in Ukraine present and portrayed Russia as a victim of Western aggression
in which Ukraine is used only as a tool against Russia.

They thus take over the rhetoric of Russian political leaders and propagandist state media. The
pattern is very simple: the West — an evil aggressor, Russia — a self-defending victim. This
argument appears in all posts on the situation in Ukraine. The politicians do not see Ukraine
as an entity that decides independently, but only as a tool that the West uses for provocation
and military aggression against Russia.
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The inciter of the alleged Western aggression against Russia is the USA, which, according to
Stefan Harabin, pushes the EU into a war with Russia and uses Ukraine in the process. Harabin
uses the typical conspiracy rhetoric “Biden and Clinton-Sorosovska clique drive Europe into
war through Caputovd.” He said without evidence that NATO troops were approaching
Russia's borders. Armored trains are to travel through Slovakia to the east. In the past, several
hoaxes have spread, which presented the national transfer of military equipment within
Slovakia untruthfully as a transfer beyond the eastern border of Slovakia.

Harabin criticized Ukraine for deploying defensive weapons on its border, which, according to
him, means escalating the conflict. However, when Russia gathers troops and offensive
weapons on the border with Ukraine, according to Harabin, it can do whatever it wants on its
territory and does not endanger anyone. Harabin claims that Russia has not attacked anyone
militarily. We just wanted to issue a reminder that more than 14,000 people have lost their
lives as a result of the war provoked by Russia in eastern Ukraine.

Milan Uhrik also used the argument that Russia is on its territory and therefore can do
whatever it wants. He also defended Russian imperial policy and accused the West of
escalating tensions. According to Uhrik, the goal of the alleged Western aggression against
Russia is clear: “Western liberals want to conquer Russia. However, we do not read about the
fact that the West does not collect more than 100,000 soldiers with assault weapons on the
Russian border and that it is Russia that has been since 2014 illegally occupying Ukrainian
territory.
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Q Milan Uhrik - Republika posted a video.
“;' 4 months ago

V EU vystupujeme proti vojne s Ruskom!

V EU som sa v mene Slovenska postavil proti nechutnému protiruskému besneniu. Je
desivé, s akymi krvavymi o€ami eurofanatici $tva proti ru Ruskej federacii. UZ o tom
davno nepochybujem. Zapadni liberali chci dobyt’ Rusko. Cheu jeho trhy, bohatstvo,
chcu ovladnut' a prevychovat jeho lud. Presne o tom je uznesenie o budicom
smerovani.. See More

Uz toho protiruského besnenia stacilo.
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Data from CrowdTangle, publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

The “Russophobic” and Pan-Slavic Rhetoric

All the politicians surveyed, whose posts about Russia got into the 150 most successful posts,
used at least one common tactic. They called any reference to the negative consequences of
Putin's policy a manifestation of Russophobia, hatred of Russia, anti-Russian rampage, or anti-
Russian hysteria. We identified this strategy in only 12 of the 17 posts examined. The aim of
this strategy is to relativize criticism of Putin by disqualifying the critics as a person who a priori
hates Russia and the Russians, and hence his motives.

We can ask a simple rhetorical question: If the one who criticizes President Putin is a
Russophobe, then the one who criticizes President Caputova is a Slovakophobe. Blaha, Uhrik,
Mazurek, and Harabin happen to be among the most vocal critics speaking against the current
Slovak president and government?

When Western politicians drew attention in April 2021 to the accumulation of Russian troops
on the border with Ukraine, Milan Mazurek called it an “anti-Russian rampage” by which the
West was trying to escalate the situation. Mazurek's colleague from the Republika movement,
Milan Uhrik, also spoke of “disgusting anti-Russian rampage”. According to Stefan Harabin,
informing about the accumulation of Russian troops on the Ukrainian border is a “Russophobic
campaign”.
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Republika odmieta protiruské besnenie a $tvanie do vojny!

ODMIETAME STVANIE DO VOJNY! RUSI NIE SU NASI NEPRIATELIA! Aj napriek
Jjednoznacne proruskym postojom cbyvatelstva Slovenskej republiky, sa viadni politici
a novinarska sekta predbiehaji v Gtoénych vyhlaseniach voci Ruskej federacii. Na
podporu svojich Stvavych protiruskych reéi vyuZivaja rézne Gdajné podozrenia, bez
skutocnych dékazov.... S
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

Lubos$ Blaha used this tactic in eight of his 11 posts on Russia. He portrayed the expulsion of
three Russian spies with diplomatic cover as a consequence of “Russophobia” and “hatred of
the Russian nation”.
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Vyzyvam vladu Slovenskej republiky, aby okamZite prestala s chorobnou nenavistou
vodi Ruskej federacii. Ak veria, Ze vakciny méZu zachranit' statisice Zivotov, tak potom
to, ¢o pachaju, je kolektivna samovraZda. 1. Aktudlne rozhodnutie vlady, Ze nenakupi
ruskd vakcinu Sputnik, pretoZe je podla podpredsednicky viddy Veroniky... See More

PRESTANTE S NENAVISTOU
vOCI RUSKEMU NARODU!
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.
In four articles, we identified references to pan-Slavic rhetoric. Three of them were published

by Blaha and one by Mazurek. Blaha described the Russians as a “brotherly nation” and our
“Slavic brothers”. According to Blaha, the sooner Slovakia gets rid of this government, the

sooner it gets rid of hatred and Russophobia and restores friendly relations with our fraternal
Slavic nations.”

Panslavism also appeared in Milan Mazurek's video, in which he condemned the alleged “anti-
Russian rampage” by the West, because “he considers the Slavs to be our brothers and not
our enemies.”

Although the above-mentioned politicians referred to the Slavs, they explicitly speak only of
the Russians and good relations with the Russians, even in the context of the conflict between
the Russians and the Ukrainians, who are also Slavs, but they do not deserve the same respect
as the Russians. On the contrary, Russian politicians are trying to legitimize Russia's aggression
against Ukraine and look for the causes of the crisis in the West.
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The affection for Russia and the Putin regime, which politicians call Pan-Slavism, is also
reflected in Lubo$ Blaha's post on the liberation of Czechoslovakia from fascism in World War
Il. He deals with this topic in four posts and shows respect and gratitude for the liberation
exclusively to the Russian nation. He, however, does not mention other nations that took part
in the liberation of Czechoslovakia from fascism.

Blaha speaks of the Russian liberation, for example, in the aforementioned open letter to the
Russian ambassador to Slovakia: “Let me assure you, dear Russian friends, that Slovaks will
never forget how you liberated us from the German Nazi occupants during WWII. The Russian
nation is a heroic nation, and we will forever be grateful for our freedom and for the peace you
have brought us.”

Blaha uses a simple manipulative opposition in his statement: “Slovaks know that the
American is an occupier and the Russian is a liberator.”

la Lubos Blaha @
' 1 month ago

Vazeny pan Mikas, dovolte, aby som sa udal. Spachal sem hrdelny zlocin. Pred chvilou
som porusil vietky vase fantastické pandemické opatrenia, potajme som sa vykradol z
bytu a iSiel som napriek lockdownu na Slavin zapalit’ sviecku hrdinom ruského naroda,

ktori nds oslobodili od fadizmu. Dnes v Ruskej federacii sldvia Den hrdinov vlasti.... See
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

Manipulation Techniques

All the analyzed actors used expressive language in their posts, inciting negative emotions
towards their opponents. For example, Lubo$ Blaha commented on lIgor Matovic¢'s
government in the following post, saying that: “what Matovic is doing here is secretly waging
a war against his own nation” and likened his rule to “a tyranny”. Blaha, who is a staunch
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opponent of vaccination, claimed in a post from February 2021, after the government decided
not to buy Sputnik, that: “If they believe vaccines can save hundreds of thousands of lives, then
what they do is collective suicide — once the government believes that vaccines can save
hundreds of thousands of lives, the by this decision it consciously and deliberately sentences
hundreds of thousands to death.”

The actors often accompanied the manipulative argumentation techniques with expressive
language, which they used to convince people to listen to their opinion. In addition to ad
hominem attacks on opponents (accusations of Russophobia), such techniques included the
use of false analogies (comparisons), whataboutism, and misinterpretation of facts.

MP Blaha used a basic misinterpretation of facts, saying that at a time when “Slovakia could

not get the vaccines from the Western Allies, it was the Russian Federation that offered help”.
However, Russia offered its vaccines not in a selfless act towards a country in need, as Blaha
portrays it. The arrival of Sputnik V vaccines to Slovakia was a business transaction in which
the then Prime Minister Igor Matovi¢ decided on his own accord to buy two million of these
vaccines from Russia.

Milan Uhrik employed whataboutism in reporting on the tense situation in Ukraine, which he
presented as a result of US policy, completely overlooking the fact that Russia has been waging
war against Ukraine since 2014. Instead of admitting that Russia occupies parts of Ukrainian
territory, Uhrik criticized the United States for the invasion of Iraqg, which was then authorized
by then-American leaders such as Collin Powell and George.

Lubo$ Blaha drew a false analogy when he labeled the information about the possible
participation of Russian spies in the Vrbétice explosions as Russophobia and linked this alleged
Russophobia to the public sentiment in Germany in the 1930s. He also made a reference to
the Nazi regime when he compared the Slovak police to the Gestapo because the police
supervised the following of anti-pandemic measures during the pandemic.
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g & Lubos Blaha ©

’ 11 months ago

Zo vietkého najviac mi lezie na nervy to neuveritelné pokrytectvo: 1. Po celej Eurépe
pribuda protestov a korporatne média kopu do ludi, Ze co si to vébec dovolujd
porusovat protipandemické opatrenia. 2. Na Slovensku dokonca gestapo pokutuje
ludi za to, Ze zbieraju podpisy pod referendum - pritom v Ustave je jasne napisané, Zze
peticné... See More

DRZIM PALCE PUTINOVI!
DRZIM PALCE RUSKU!

A O 16180 862 @ 3226

Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

Blaha used the analogy with the communist dictatorship once again when he likened the
criticism of his statements in media to political processes in 1950s Czechoslovakia. The
analogy, in this case, was accompanied by the strategy called victimization, as Blaha made
himself a victim of “dictatorship”. With such false analogies, Blaha tried to undermine
confidence in the current Slovak government.
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- Russia

The graph shows the prevalence of the topic during 2021 compared to other published content. Data were
obtained using the Gerulata Juno analytical tool.

The visualization of Russia-related content published by the analyszed websites showed
virtually the same rate of articles throughout the year, with the highest peak appearing on
April 18. This is probably related to information about the explosion of the ammunition depot
in Vrbétice, Czech Republic, a topic that resonated significantly on the examined websites.
These websites also drew attention to subsequent events related to Russia's reaction, the
expulsion of Russian diplomats from the Czech Republic, and the Slovak diplomacy's support
for this step. Throughout the year, various other topics related to Russia emerged, such as the
situation in Ukraine, Belarus, the conflict with NATO, and the like.

Based on a set of keywords, we identified 728 articles on Russia. The majority of articles on
this topic were published by Extraplus (285), followed by Hlavny dennik (134) and Hlavné
spravy (112).
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822893/.

Topics related to Russia appeared throughout the year with approximately the same monthly
average number of articles. In the period from January to April, the narratives concerning the
purchase of the Sputnik V vaccine by the Government of the Slovak Republic dominated. These
were also related to the issue of problematic vaccine registration, not only at the EU level, but
also in Russia, and to the conflict between former Prime Minister I. Matovi¢ and SUKL. In the
second half of the year, disinformation narratives focused mainly on the energy crisis. The
biggest deviation that appeared during the monitored period was in December, which in the
number of articles exceeded the other months by five times. The reason was both the
escalation of the conflict with Ukraine and the heated public debate on the adoption of the
DCA. The tensions in Ukraine had also an impact on the debate on DCA and amplified the
emotional response of many people in Slovakia.
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822794/.

Lubos Blaha received the most mentions within the content related to Russia (8 mentions),
followed by Jan Carnogursky senior, and Eduard Chmelar, who both received 5 mentions.

The number of mentions of political actors within the topic of Russia. [l Number of mentions
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822789/.
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In the case of topics related to Russia, we identified several dominant narratives that worked
mainly with the geopolitical competition between Russia and the West or Russia and the
United States. At the beginning of the year, the purchase of the Russian Sputnik V vaccine
resonated the most. In this context, Russia was portrayed as a strategic partner of Slovakia,
and the issue of vaccine registration by the European Medicines Agency proved to be a
problematic and polarizing topic. Arguments pointing to Sputnik V's lack of documentation
were often ignored and the distrust towards the vaccine was described as an example of
Russophobia and irrational thinking. A narrative was pushed throughout the year, pointing to
the quality and preparedness of Russia's military and technical equipment that were
contrasted with the US. This narrative often mentioned the drone Ochotnik and hypersonic
guided missiles Zirkon that appeared in several analyzed articles and were to be used after
Ukraine's possible accession to NATO so that “NATO will be more willing to talk”.

Other key topics included the explosion in Vrbétice and the energy crisis. In the former case,
disinformation actors tried to defend Russia by calling the accusations fabricated and false. A
similar line of argumentation was also used after the expulsion of Russian diplomats.
Alternatively, the Russian attack was considered as Moscow's legitimate defense of its
national interest, not an act of aggression.

This was also the case of narratives concerning the issue of energy, which resonated
throughout the year, mainly due to the Nord Stream 2 project and the gas supply outages. A
frequent narrative worked with the shift of responsibility from Russia (and Gazprom) to
Western actors, in this case, the EU and its green policy in particular. The Kremlin also
appeared alongside mentions of Belarus in the analyzed articles, joint military exercises (West
2021), the possibility of deploying nuclear weapons, progress towards a common federal
state, and especially the migration crisis on the Polish-Belarusian border and the conflict with
Ukraine were a central subject of a number of the analyzed articles.

As mentioned above, a key issue that has emerged throughout the period under review was
the positioning of the US, NATO, and the EU in the role of an aggressor and contrasting them
to the allegedly innocent Russia. This optics was applied in the case of several narratives,
however, Kremlin's victimization became clearest in the case of the conflict with Ukraine and
the end-of-year amassing of Russian troops near its border. Russian aggression was again
ignored, and the blame was put on representatives of Western organizations and institutions.
At the same time, allegations were made that the US controlled Ukraine, was planning a
military invasion, and would not hesitate to use chemical weapons. Similarly, Western
institutions were portrayed as lacking unity, facing their own misery and decline.
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822750/.

Belarus

The rigged presidential elections of August 2020, after which Lukashenko remained president
of Belarus and the subsequent mass protests were reflected also in the Slovak disinformation
media. Although the protests subsided in 2021, Lukashenko's repressions against civil society,
the media, and political opponents continued. Most political opponents have been imprisoned
or expelled.

Slovak political actors and disinformation websites covered and interpreted these events in
2021 in line with the arguments of Lukashenko and Putin. The main position on the situation
in Belarus was that the West is trying to adversely affect internal developments in Belarus,
Lukashenko is defending Belarusian independence, and Russia is helping him to do so.

Plane Hijacking and Arrest of a Journalist

One of the most resonating events reflected by the Slovak disinformation actors was the
hijacking of a plane bound from Athens to Vilnius, the detention of opposition journalist
Raman Pratasevich and his girlfriend Sofia Sapegova, and the following sanctions by the EU
and the US.
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In late May, the Lukashenko regime forced a commercial plane from Athens to Vilnius to land
in Minsk. The Belarusians used the false pretext that there was a bomb on the plane.

In fact, there was no bomb on board. The real reason why the Belarusian jets forced the plane
to land in Minsk was the attempt to detain journalist Raman Pratasevich and his girlfriend.

The European Union, the United Kingdom, Canada, and the United States have strongly
condemned the hijacking and imposed new, harsh sanctions on Lukashenko's regime.
Lukashenko's propaganda presented them as unfounded and as part of Western pressure to
change the regime in Belarus.

The Belarusian and Russian media also began to spread various disinformation about
Pratasevich himself, for instance, that he was a neo-Nazi. The evidence for this claim was
supposed to be his photographs allegedly proving that he had fought in the war in Ukraine
alongside the Azov Battalion. In reality, however, Pratasevich watched what happened at the
front as a journalist, and his identity in the photos was not confirmed.

However, this claim was also taken over by Slovak disinformation websites, that tried to justify
Lukashenko's actions. Their explanation was that he only strives to protect his country's
sovereignty and prevent Western aggression. In this context, they also demonized the
following Western sanctions.

Lukashenko's Migration Crisis

Another resonating event was the artificially created migration crisis on the Belarusian border
with Poland, Lithuania, and Latvia. The worst situation was on the border with Poland.

Lukashenko brought in migrants from the Middle East to Belarus by plane, then Belarusian
security forces escorted them to the border, motivating them to try to cross illegally to Poland,
Lithuania, or Latvia. These countries built a wired fence at the border and refused to allow
migrants into their territory.

Migrants were trapped between a fence at the borders of EU member states and members of
the Belarusian security forces who did not want to let migrants back to Belarus. The
Belarusians have thus artificially created a humanitarian crisis. Lukashenko has probably tried
to push the EU to ease the sanctions on his regime.

Although the evidence clearly indicated that Lukashenko was deliberately sending migrants to
the EU border, Slovak disinformation websites rejected this and blamed Poland and the EU for
the migration crisis.

They used the argument of a double standard, according to which the EU allegedly tried to get
migrants from the Middle East to Europe in 2015-2016, but when they came through Belarus,
they rejected them for political reasons.
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Although they acknowledged that Lukashenko used migrants as a political tool, they portrayed
it as a legitimate defense against Western policy toward Belarus.

Political Actors on Facebook

Belarus was mentioned in only one of the 150 most successful. Specifically, in a post by
Lubos Blaha from May 9, 2021. The post received 18,154 interactions. In the post, Blaha
speculates and promotes a conspiracy theory claiming that the money that the Slovak
Ministry of Foreign Affairs sent to support the Belarusian opposition ended up in hands of
terrorists who were to plan the assassination of Alexander Lukashenko.

Blaha presents the information about the assassination as a fact, although it has not been
confirmed or verified and remains only a speculation. Moreover, it was Russia and Belarus
who came with this information. In his post, Blaha is trying to discredit the Belarusian
opposition (he presents them as people with ties to terrorists but gives no evidence) and the
Slovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs, led by Ivan Korcok.
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The graph shows the prevalence of the topic during 2021 in relation to other published content. Data were
obtained using the Gerulata Juno analytical tool.

On the topic of Belarus, selected websites published a considerable amount of content,
especially in the second part of the year, but a major peak was recorded at the end of May.
This is probably related to the arrest of the journalist R. Pratasevi¢ on May 23, 2021, and the
events that followed.
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Another peak appeared in early August, probably due to the situation on the Belarusian
border. The EU's response to the use of migrants as a coercive tool by the Lukashenko regime
to ease the sanctions imposed on Belarus, as well as the decision to close the country's
western and southern borders, may have also been a factor behind this peak.

By using a set of keywords, we identified a total of 291 articles. The majority of them was

published by Extraplus (136), with Slovanské noviny (75) in second place in the number of
articles.

The number of articles published by the selected media on the topic of Belarus. [l Number of articles
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822735/.

The topic of Belarus resonated mainly in May and August. The articles in May discussed the
capture of Roman PratasSevi¢, in August the issue of sanctions and the meeting of the US
President with Svietlana Cichanovska dominated as a topic. The situation was similar in
October, which was defined by the topic of the migration crisis on the Polish-Belarusian
border. The topic was carried over to the first half of December, later the issue of Russian-
Belarusian relations began to dominate, especially in the context of the conflict with Ukraine.
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The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822667/.

Within the Slovak information space, Lubos Blaha (9) posted the most content on the topic
of Belarus, followed by Milan Uhrik (5), and Robert Fico (3).

The number of mentions of political actors within the topic of Belarus. l Number of mentions

o N o kS Y

3 N & )
>

9

3
&
L

OINFOSECURITY SK

The data were obtained by using the Gerulata Juno tool. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822657/.
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In the context of Belarus, we have seen three major narratives. The first worked with the
topics related to the post-election protests and the Belarusian opposition. These appeared
throughout the year, especially in relation to Western institutions and sanctions imposed on
the Belarusian regime. Some narratives defended the legitimacy of the election and compared
protests to the coup or Maidan. The dominant narrative was the accusation that the protests
were organized and funded from abroad. In this context, statements by Russian state officials
who followed similar rhetoric were taken over by Slovak disinformation actors. An example of
this rhetoric can be in a post by Milan Uhrik, who claimed that the protests were “funded and
planned by the West.” To a large extent, Slovak disinformation actors uncritically repeated the
rhetoric of the representatives of the Belarusian regime, who saw foreign funding and interest
in destabilizing the country as key factors behind the protests. The topic of the Belarusian
opposition and protests also served as a tool for attacks on Slovak politicians with a Euro-
Atlantic orientation. Support for opposition activities was described as following orders of the
US embassy. These actors also attacked Sviatlana Cichanovska who was often called a foreign
agent.

The expression of support for the Belarusian opposition was criticized with the help of the
narrative about the protesting “Belarusian fascists”. Narratives associated with fascism,
Nazism, or the extreme right have often re-appeared especially in the case of the arrest of
journalist Roman PratasSevic. The fact that he was detained only due to the label of a foreign
agent and a terrorist was ignored and the analyzed content tried to legitimize this act of the
Belarusian regime. They also spread speculation about his internship in the USA, participation
in the Ukrainian Maidan, or recruitment to the Azov battalion. There were also reports that
NEXTA members were to plan protests in Russia.

Throughout the year, several narratives were promoted, which portrayed the current events
as the conflict between Belarus and the West (esp. the EU and NATO). As in the case of Russia,
on the subject of Belarus, we identified several attempts at using victimization of the
Belarusian regime, which was to be unfairly sanctioned due to its repression against the
opposition. Disinformation actors came up with labels like “sanction marasmus,” which was
supposed to represent the Western unfounded witch hunt on Belarus. The claims were
supported by the marginalization of Lukashenko's dictatorial regime.

In this context, the migration crisis caused by Belarus by its political instrumentalization of
migrants on the borders with the Baltic States and with Poland was also crucial. In this way,
Lukashenko was to enable the EU to “welcome what it promotes at home and abroad as
extremely desirable, and enriching: the masses of Afro-Islamic immigrants”. The story of a
Polish soldier who was to flee to Belarus due to the fact that he was no longer able to serve
the Polish army was also widespread. In addition, he allegedly pointed to the “inhuman
behavior of the Polish authorities towards refugees”. In addition to criticism of the
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construction of border walls or fences (especially against Poland and Latvia), there was also
praise for Russian-Belarusian cooperation.

It is the improvement of Russian-Belarusian relations that can be considered the baseline
underlying the content on the geopolitical conflict between the West and the East. The
deepening of their mutual relations took place on several levels (it was reflected in several
sub-topics). These were mainly supplies of weapons and military equipment, joint exercises
(West 2021), and the like. Russian-Belarusian activities have often been presented as a joint
effort to combat Western pressure. An example is the deployment of Russian bombers to
Belarusian airspace during the “unprecedented amassing of [Polish] army at their shared
border.”

The conclusion of an agreement on deepening the integration process between Russia and
Belarus, and thus a step towards the creation of a common federal state was also crucial. A
similar narrative was applied in the case of the Russian conflict with Ukraine, in which the
prospect of the possible cooperation of two “fraternal nations” was often discussed, including
the deployment of nuclear weapons and other military equipment. Here, too, we could see a
shift of responsibility for escalating tensions. Lukashenko issued several statements promising

that in the event of an open conflict or “a war on Donbas or somewhere near the border with
Russia,” Belarus will not stand by but act.

The number of articles on Belarus featuring the selected sub-topics. B Number of articles
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Hungary

In the course of 2021, Slovak disinformation actors often took over information about what
was happening in Hungary many posts and articles were linked to the decline of democracy in
the country. The rhetoric and actions of the Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban in his fight
against liberalism, the EU, or migration were interpreted by Slovak actors as right and as a
good example, the Slovak Republic should follow. The purchase of the Sputnik vaccine was
one of the most resonating topics. It should be added that not all topics related to Hungary
were the main subject of the analyzed articles and posts, for example, in the case of Sputnik
V, Hungary was only a side topic.

The Protection of Traditional Values and the Relations with the EU

For example, arguments defending the Child Protection Act have been taken over by Slovak
disinformation actors. The law, effective since July 8, 2021, was originally aimed at more strict
punishments for child abuse, but later, amendments banning the “promotion of
homosexuality” to children under the age of 18 were added. The regulation further prohibits
the “display or promotion” of products that “express homosexuality” or “deviation from
gender identity at birth”.

According to the European Parliament (EP), this legislation is an attempt to suppress the rights
of sexual minorities under the guise of combating pedophilia, it restricts children's freedom of
expression and rights. The reason for this EP position is that it prohibits the inclusion of LGBT
content in school educational materials and television programs for children under 18 years.
Following the EU's reaction, Viktor Orban announced that a referendum would be held on the
controversial law.

The Slovak disinfectant media and Orban's followers approved of his statements and steps
related to the law and portrayed him as a politician who strives to preserve “traditional values”
and leads the fight against the so-called “Gender ideology” under the guise of Christian, or
rather illiberal democracy. Similarly, several actors glorified Orbdn and the Fidesz party for
their opposition to the West, liberal elites, and the EU. This is also shown by the results of the
research of the Slovak-Hungarian information space by the Infosecurity.sk, which pointed to
the considerable support for the narrative that Hungary and the Hungarian government are
protecting traditional values (from liberal elites, liberal EU, migration, etc.).

Slovak-Hungarian Relations

Disinformation actors in the Slovak information space in 2021 also took over disinformation
narratives concerning mutual relations between Slovakia and Hungary. In April, the then
Slovak Prime Minister Igor Matovic's visit to Budapest resonated as a topic for some time. It
was linked to the purchase of Sputnik V vaccines. The Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs,

81


https://www.euractiv.com/section/non-discrimination/news/hungary-anti-lgbtq-law-to-apply-around-churches/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210701IPR07502/european-parliament-vehemently-opposed-to-hungarian-anti-lgbtiq-law
https://www.euronews.com/2021/07/21/hungary-s-viktor-orban-will-hold-referendum-on-anti-lgbt-law
https://infosecurity.sk/domace/madarsky-boj-proti-europskej-unii-ochrana-tradicnych-a-krestanskych-hodnot-temy-rezonujuce-aj-v-madarsko-slovenskom-informacnom-priestore/
https://infosecurity.sk/domace/slovensko-madarsky-informacny-priestor-paralelna-realita-na-facebooku/
https://infosecurity.sk/domace/slovensko-madarsky-informacny-priestor-paralelna-realita-na-facebooku/

Péter Szijjartd, stated that he was willing to mediate the communication between Slovak and
Russian political representatives in talks about the purchase of vaccines. The situation
eventually led to a coalition crisis in Slovakia. Slovak disinformation actors reacted to the
situation with a mostly stance, as they advocated the purchase of Russian vaccines and
promoted the opening of a dialogue with Russia

Another topic that resonated in 2021, was the discussion of the amendment to the Act on
Citizenship (the issue of dual citizenship) between the member of OLaNO party Gyorgy Gyimes
and the Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs Péter Szijjartd without informing of Slovak
diplomacy actors. Gyimes's visit to Komarno on March 3, 2021, led to a diplomatic conflict
between Hungary and Slovakia. Foreign Minister Ivan Koréok summoned the Hungarian
ambassador to Slovakia and asked him for an explanation. Gyimesi allegedly has a close
relationship with the Hungarian New Unity Movement, which leans towards nationalism and
wants to unite all Hungarians.

Tensions arose in relations between Slovakia and Hungary again after the visit of the Speaker
of the Hungarian Parliament Laszlé Koévér in Samorin on August 2, 2021. At the unveiling of
the monument commemorating Hungarians who emigrated after the Second World War on
the occasion of the 76th anniversary of the issuance of Benes's decrees, he spoke of historical
wrongs against the Hungarians, for which he demanded an apology from Slovakia.

The conflict over the Citizenship Act, as well as Kovér's speech in Samorin, reflect the
widespread sentiment prevalent in the Slovak-Hungarian information space claiming that the
territory of the Slovak Republic should change in favor of Hungary. The narrative to historical
events and Hungary's dissatisfaction with the changes in its territory after the Second World
War.

The final resonating narrative concerned Viktor Orbdan's effort to establish a fund that would
allow the purchase of arable land in Central Europe, including Slovakia. The Hungarian side
gave up on the intention after diplomatic pressure from the Slovak Republic. However, there
are still questions about the purchase of the real estate in the Slovak Republic, as well as the
Hungarian government's programs in the field of education and business support in Slovakia,
and generous support for subsidy schemes.

Political Actors on Facebook

After analyzing the content published by selected political representatives and people with a
political background on Facebook, we can state that the topics described above related to
Hungary were not very important for the actors. Within the 150 contributions that received
the most interactions during 2021, the topic of Hungary appeared only three times. Topics
related to Hungary received a total of 107,717 interactions and the video content received
approximately 1,067,000 views.
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook. To zoom in, click here:
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822537/.

The most successful post on this topic ranked 8« (top) in the list. It was a video by MEP Milan
Uhrik, which captures his speech in the plenary of the European Parliament (EP). At the time
of data collection, the video had 58,557 interactions and approximately 644,100 views.

The post was published on October 19, 2021, and featured a short excerpt of Milan Uhrik's
message to the President of the European Commission (EC) Ursula von der Leyen. In his
speech, Uhrik focused primarily on Poland, but mentioned Hungary too, as he spoke of the
conservative states of Central Europe on which is the EU is forcing its liberal values. The post
read: “Do not provoke Central Europe. Don't try to impose an ideology and a way of life we
don’t want!” The EP debate_concerned a decision by the Polish Constitutional Court
establishing that Polish national law may take precedence over EU law.
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Milan Uhrik predsedni¢ke Eurokomisie Leyenovej: Neprovokujte
strednu Eurépu!

Milan Uhrik bez servitky predsednicke Eurdpskej komisie von der Leyenovej:
“Neprovokujte nas, neprovokujte strednu Eurépu. NesnaZte sa nam vnucovat
ideolégiu a sposob Zivota, s ktorym nesuhlasime!” V EU sa ¢rta naozaj velky konflikt.
Dnes prebehla v Eurépskom parlamente jedna z historicky najtvrdsich debat. Poliaci pL
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S KTORYM NESUHLASIME!

276.7K Post Views € 644.1K Total Views
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Data from CrowdTangle, a publicly available tool owned and run by Facebook.

Uhrik's posts promote the narrative of traditional values and the alleged incompatibility of the
values of conservative states with the liberal EU. In the comments section, the MEP also added
a link to another of his_videos with a commentary on the “Polish-Brussels conflict”. In the
description of the second video, he stated: “Slovakia must join conservative Poland and
protect itself from the liberal fools of Brussels. | don't miss Muslim ghettos here” He said in
the video that Hungary, as a conservative ally, naturally sided with Poland in the conflict with
the EU, which is allegedly pushing its liberal agenda through mandatory recognition of
European court rulings. He cited as an example the quotas on the admission of immigrants
within the EU Member States and legislation on same-sex marriages. According to Uhrik, this
is “the most dangerous and insidious practice that we must stand up to.”

Q 2 Autor

<*  Milan Uhrik - Republika
Viac info uz ¢oskoro. Koho zaujima Pol'sko-Bruselsky konflikt, tak
pozrite tu
https://www.facebook.com/ing.miIan.uhrik/posts/46177304197£931 5

Paci sa mi to - Odpovedat’- 13

Y 230 odpovedi

Commentary by Milan Uhrik under the posts on EP where he shares a link to another of his videos on
traditional values.
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The MEP called the superiority of European legislation over the laws of the Slovak Republic a
treacherous article in the Slovak Constitution. Slovakia should thus “support the Hungarians
and Poles in the fight to preserve the traditional and conservative Central Europe”. According
to Uhrik, Hungarians and Poles are trying to break free from the tyranny of Brussels and
European laws, while the EU is dictating to the member states what the rule of law should
look like. At the end of the video, he calls on Slovakia to stand together with Poles and
Hungarians to protect Central Europe and our way of life.

Websites

Hungary

The graph shows the prevalence of the topic during 2021 in relation to other published content. Data were
obtained using the Gerulata Juno analytical tool.

Among other foreign topics, those related to Hungary have received less attention. Here too,
however, we have seen some key peaks. The major one was in February 2021, when Hungary
was the first EU member state to announce the purchase of Russian Sputnik V vaccines.

Another key moment was the_visit of Igor Matovi¢ and OLaNO MP Gyoérgy Gyimesi to
Budapest, where they met with the Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs Péter Szijjarté and
the Prime Minister of Hungary Viktor Orban. The meeting, which was held to discuss the
testing of the Sputnik V vaccine, took place on April 9 and caused a backlash from Slovak
diplomacy. Shortly after, the topic also appeared in the content of the analyzed websites.

The final peak was in October 2021 when an increased amount of content appeared focused
on the purchase of land and real estate by Hungary in Slovakia.

Within the topic of Hungary, we identified 223 articles that matched the set keywords. Most
of them were published on Extraplus (90), followed by Hlavny dennik (57).
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Data were obtained using the Gerulata Juno analytical tool. To zoom in, click here
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822528/.

The topic of Hungary was continuously present in the Slovakia information space but
resonated especially in February and October 2021. In February 2021, Hungary was mentioned
mainly in connection with the Slovak purchase of Sputnik V.
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Data were obtained using the Gerulata Juno analytical tool. To zoom in, click here
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822516/.
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Mentions of Andrej Danko (6) dominated Hungarian topics. It is mainly the result of his
statements on both of the most resonant topics. In the case of the purchase of Sputnik V, he
even tried to act as its mediator in the talks with the Russian side. He was followed in the
number of mentions by Anna Belousovova (4) and Gyorgy Gyimesi (3).

The number of mentions of political actors with the topic of Hungary. [ Number of mentions
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Data were obtained using the Gerulata Juno analytical tool. To zoom in, click here
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8822495/.

Within the content related to Hungary, the topic of the Russian Sputnik V vaccine appeared
in the majority of (65 analyzed articles) of the analyzed content. Articles commented mainly
on the fact that Hungary was the first in the EU to_approve the use of Sputnik V. At the same
time, the articles promoted the narrative that the Russian vaccine should not be _considered
from a geopolitical point of view, but in the light of vaccination goals. After the Slovak Republic
registered the Sputnik V vaccine, these actors emphasized that we followed the example of
Hungary.

An important topic in this category was also the conflict between Hungary and the EU. The
topic of the EU appeared in 48 articles. These were mainly related to the theme of traditional
values, the fight against migration in an effort to preserve the traditional family, and the fight
against oppression and totalitarianism, which the EU is allegedly introducing in its member
states. The EU was also_portrayed negatively for its disapproval of the Hungarian Child
Protection Act, originally aimed at protecting against pedophilia. The law was described by the
European Commission as homophobic and discriminatory against the LGBT community, as it
was also intended to ban “homosexual propaganda.” The EC's reaction was_presented as
coercion and blackmailing of Hungary.
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Among others, there were also articles focused on the preference for V4 format, or rather
relations with Hungary and Poland instead of the EU, especially due to the abovementioned
conflict over the rule of law. For example, Extraplus_published an article with Robert Fico's
statement that Poland and Hungary “maintained their own position on the key issues at stake
here: defending the right of veto and saving Europe from the rigid Eurofederation and
defending their countries from the mass migration of people from cultures too different from
ours, which would result in ghettos and new communities in the midst of the original
populations of Eastern Europe”.

An important topic within the analyzed web content was also the issue of dual citizenship and
the discussion on the amendment to the law by Gyoérgy Gyimes and the Hungarian Minister of
Foreign Affairs Péter Szijjartd without the knowledge of Slovak diplomacy. The topic was
viewed rather negatively within the web content examined. Lubo$ Blaha_described the move
as “Gyimesi's radical nonsense about the law on dual citizenship”. According to Hlavny dennik,
it was a “short-sighted Hungarianism”. The article then added a statement of former deputy

and minister Zsolt Simon, saying: “They submitted the law on dual citizenship and its
amendment to parliament. So, as a matter of priority, Gyimesi should sit down with his
colleagues and look for a solution. But he does not negotiate with anyone, either within the
coalition or the party.” The negative portrayal of this topic did not have to be motivated only
by the fact that this is a sensitive issue linked to Slovak sovereignty, but also by the fact that
Gyimes is a member of the OlaNo party. The topic was thus portrayed through the prism of
the Duray nationalists of the new generation in this party (note: Miklés Duray was a member
of the National Council of the Slovak Republic for the SMK). In addition, Hungarian politicians
allegedly took advantage of the incompetence of Slovak Foreign Minister Ivan Kor¢ok, who
was supposedly preoccupied with the problems in Belarus and the expulsion of Russian
diplomats.
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Conclusion

Research on the Slovak disinformation scene in 2021 has shown a clear trend in the use of
Covid-19-related topics to gain an audience, whether it is political actors publishing on
Facebook or websites focusing on a wide range of topics. In addition to being featured in the
highest number of posts and articles, this topic also received the most interactions and video
views among the analyzed content. In the case of web content, the reach of the articles could
not be documented, but an analysis of 150 Facebook posts clearly demonstrates this trend.

In addition, the study points to a significant overlap between topics, with many articles and
Facebook posts addressing the Covid-19 as the main subject with several other topics
accompanying it. An example of the overlap was the purchase of Russian Sputnik V vaccines
by Hungary and the visit of I. Matovi¢ with G. Gyimesi in Budapest. We typically included
articles and posts on this topic to the category “Hungary”, but this content also bore mentions
of topics from two other categories, “Covid-19” and “Russia”, as Hungary preferred the
Russian vaccine over other vaccines and pointed to the need to communicate purchases with
the Russian side.

The analysis of foreign topics showed a relatively little coverage of topics related to Belarus.
Moreover, Belarus was in many cases presented in a neutral or even negative light. On the
contrary, we have identified a clear pro-Russian and anti-Western aspect in the US and
Russian-related content. In many cases, Russia has been presented as a victim of aggressive
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NATO and US, as a partner for dialogue, or even as a savior (for example, the Sputnik V
supplies, which were promoted in the spirit of “rescue comes from Russia”). In addition to
pro-Russian rhetoric, we have seen some anti-Western elements. This was particularly evident
in the US-related content, where there was a reference to President Biden's allegedly
provocative foreign policy, military failures in various regions of the world (primarily linked to
the withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan), and the decline of democracy in the US (which
manifested itself in the storming of Capitol Building). At the same time, disinformation actors
often emphasized NATO's allegedly aggressive steps, its extension to the Baltics, and threat to
Russia. In addition, there have been many attacks on the EU for allegedly pushing Western
vaccines against Covid-19, suppressing traditional values, and sanctioning Russia and Belarus.
At the end of the year, the anti-Western rhetoric was very evident in the opposition to the
forthcoming defense agreement between the USA and the Slovak Republic.

Undermining the pro-Western orientation of the Slovak Republic, efforts to increase pro-
Russian sentiment, and the spread of disinformation narratives related to Covid-19 is nothing
completely new compared to previous years. What was new, however, was the spillover of
disinformation and toxic rhetoric from the online environment to the reality that has
manifested itself in the form of massive anti-government protests, acts of resistance to
pandemic measures, and attacks on scientists and experts. Large-scale mobilization for the
anti-government protests took place mainly through Facebook profiles and the websites of
opposition and non-parliamentary political actors, but also through the analyzed websites.
Research in this context has shown a large amount of toxic content directed against the
government, its individual members, but also other political figures (for example, against the
president, who allegedly deliberately thwarted the referendum on early elections). These
phenomena significantly contribute to undermining of the pillars of a democracy and rule of
law, proper functioning of state institutions, the pro-Western orientation of the state, and
results in decline of citizens' confidence in their own state.
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Research Design

The research of the disinformation trends in 2021 was based on a combination of quantitative
and qualitative research methods. The choice of topics and platforms for the analysis was
motivated by long-term experience with monitoring problematic content in the Slovak
information space. We regularly monitor the information environment, publish articles and
fact-checks that allow us to monitor key topics and narratives, as well as the actors who
disseminate them.

The research consisted of several stages. In the first stage, based on our monitoring of the
disinformation environment, a selection of topics took place which resonated throughout
2021 for more than one month. The result of the selection process were 3 topics from the
domestic environment and 4 topics from abroad. Most of the topics consisted of several
events and sub-topics. The intersection of individual topics was also frequent, in the case of
2021, it was mainly an intersection with narratives related to the Covid-19 pandemic. We have
classified the individual topics as follows:

Domestic Topics:

1. Death of former Police President Milan Lucansky
2. Power struggle in the security forces;
3. Political and health issues related to the Covid-19 pandemic.

International Topics:

1. USA;

2. Russia;
3. Belarus;
4. Hungary.

At this stage of the research, we also selected the monitored media and platforms and created
lists of analyzed actors. We divided the research into two main parts:

1. Analysis of content published by actors with a political background on Facebook

We based our findings on the Reuters Institute report, which clearly shows that Facebook is
the preferred social media platform in Slovakia.

The choice of political actors was conditioned by several criteria. We have created a long list
of actors, which covered people who in the current election period have a parliamentary
mandate in the National Council of the Slovak Republic or are members of the government
(166 people), have a mandate in the European Parliament (14 people), are former politicians
or political candidates outside the parliament (17 people). After applying the given criteria,
we created a list of 197 political figures. We subsequently excluded people from the list
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without a public official website or profile on Facebook (27 people), thus reducing the list of
actors to 170 people.

To obtain data that would be relevant to the research, we narrowed down the list of political
figures by applying additional criteria. We selected the actors we suspected might be
distributing problematic domestic and foreign policy content; had an active official and
publicly available Facebook profile or page at the time; and the minimum number of followers
on this site had to be above 5,000. Applying these criteria, we created a list of political actors
which consisted of 28 people. The list is available in Annex 1.

The content published by the selected political actors during the period under review (January
1 to December 31, 2021) was analyzed by using the Crowd Tangle tool. Content filtering was
based on the time period set, the keywords entered, and the use of the “total interactions”
metric. The final analysis and conclusions of the research are derived from a detailed
examination of the 150 most successful posts according to the methodology.

2. Analysis of content published on media websites publishing disinformation and
misleading content

Content analysis of the selected websites was performed using the Gerulata Juno analysis
tool. The selection of monitored pages was subject to selection based on several criteria. It
was primarily a category of Slovak websites relevant to our research, and previous experience
with their content — the website has in the past published unreliable, misleading information,
conspiracy theories, or disinformation narratives. Another criterion for the selection was the
pro-Russian orientation. We also compared our selection with a publicly available online
database of problematic websites konspiratori.sk.

Based on these selection criteria, we compiled a list of 41 problematic websites. Then, we
created a list of monitored sites in the analytical tool Gerulata Juno. Due to the unavailability
of some of them (specifically, data from 20 websites were not available), we ended up with a
list of 21 websites.

Then, we obtained data on the content published by the selected websites in 2021 through a
set of keywords for individual topics and settings of the monitored period. We subjected the
given content to further filtering, based on a selection of 10 sites with the widest audience.
We chose the public database similarweb.com for this step. For the research, we used data
on website traffic for the last three months of 2021 (October 1 to December 31, 2021; data
for a longer period of time were not available), based on which we filtered the websites and
created a list of the 10 most visited websites. The list is available in Annex 2.

The next stage of the research included a detailed analysis of the data obtained, evaluation of
the success of selected actors, and visualization. In the analysis of Facebook content, we
focused on the most successful posts within each topic, we looked at the statistics of the
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interactions of the most active political actors in specific topics. Within web content, we have
addressed in each topic the prevailing narratives identified in the content published by the
top 10 most visited websites. We also looked at the statistics on the number of published
articles (websites are arranged in alphabetical order, as each topic contains the number of
articles on all 10 sites) and statistics on mentions of political actors (actors are arranged by a
number of mentions, as it may have varied for each topic).

Finally, it should be noted that the research captured as much content as the limitations of
the analytical tools used or the settings of the researched websites allowed. Even though we
were not able to capture all the web content, the available sample reflects the state of the
Slovak information space during 2021.

Annex 1 — List of Political Actors (data obtained on January 28, 2022)

Parliamentary Political Actors:

Martin Belusky, page, number of followers: 6,672
Lubos Blaha, page, number of followers: 167,847
Robert Fico, page, number of followers: 161,186
Gyorgy Gyimesi, page, number of followers: 7,680
Eduard Kocis, page, number of followers: 5,164
Boris Kollar, page, number of followers: 145,698
Marek Kotleba, page, number of followers: 10,273
Marian Kotleba, page, number of followers: 47,116
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Filip Kuffa, page, number of followers: 13,584
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. lgor Matovi¢, profile, number of followers: 280,852

=
=

. Milan Mazurek, page, number of followers: 161,888
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. Andrej Medvecky, page, number of followers: 5,651
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. Miroslav Suja, page, number of followers: 36,689

=
»

. Tomas Taraba, page, number of followers: 47,361
Non-Parliamentary Political Actors:

Anna Belousovova, profile, number of followers: 14,562
Katarina Bokova, page, number of followers: 24,244
Jan Carnogursky, profile, number of followers: 11,438
Andrej Danko, page, number of followers: 86,612
Marek Géci, profile, number of followers: 44,096

Stefan Harabin, page, number of followers: 135,488
Miroslav Heredos, page, number of followers: 18,133
Eduard Chmelar, profile, number of followers: 59,130

© 0N U A WN R

Erik Kalindk, page, number of followers: 77,931
10. Igor Melicher, page, number of followers: 10,048
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https://www.facebook.com/beluskymartin
https://www.facebook.com/LBlaha
https://www.facebook.com/robertficosk
https://www.facebook.com/Gyimesi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046294886589
https://www.facebook.com/BorisKollarOfficial
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063884283188
https://www.facebook.com/Kotlebaofficialfanpage
https://www.facebook.com/filipkuffa.sk
https://www.facebook.com/igor.matovic.7
https://www.facebook.com/MilanMazurek.Republika
https://www.facebook.com/andrejmedveckylsnaseslovensko
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057776421847
https://www.facebook.com/tomastaraba.sk
https://www.facebook.com/anna.belousovova
https://www.facebook.com/shobokova
https://www.facebook.com/jan.carnogursky.90
https://www.facebook.com/andrejdanko.sk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1436090661
https://www.facebook.com/harabinstefan
https://www.facebook.com/miroheredosrepublika/
https://www.facebook.com/ChmelarEduard
https://www.facebook.com/kalinakerik
https://www.facebook.com/generaciamladejlavice

11. Miroslav Radacovsky, page, number of followers: 36,996
12. Rébert Svec, page, number of followers: 11,829

13. Milan Uhrik, page, number of followers: 125,691

14. Slavéna Vorobelova, page, number of followers: 12,834

Annex 2 — List of the Analyzed Websites (data obtained on January 28,
2022)

1.

W oK NOU kR WN

Hlavné spravy, https://www.hlavnespravy.sk, number of visists: 11 710 000

Hlavny dennik, https://www.hlavnydennik.sk, number of visists: 5 304 000
Magazinl, https://magazinl.sk/, number of visists: 1 191 000

Badatel, https://www.badatel.net, number of visists: 1 028 000

Armadny magazin, https://admin.armadnymagazin.sk/, number of visists: 1 027 000
Zem a Vek, https://zemavek.sk, number of visists: 861 974

Slobodny vysiela¢, https://slobodnyvysielac.sk, number of visists: 634 372

Extra plus, https://www.extraplus.sk, number of visists: 584 227

Slovanské noviny, https://www.slovanskenoviny.sk/, number of visists: 389 738

10. Eurorespekt, https://www.eurorespekt.sk, number of visists: 281 482

The number of visits on individual websites from October to December 2021. [l Hlavné spravy
(0 Hlavny dennik @ Magazin1 @ Badatel @ Armadny magazin [ Zem a Vek @ Slobodny vysiela¢ @ Extra plus
@ slovanské noviny [ Eurore3pekt

Slobot!n)'v vysiela¢
Zem a Vek

Armadny magazin

Hlavné spravy

Data obtained from Similarweb. To zoom in, click here: https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8823011/.



https://www.facebook.com/radacovskypatriot
https://www.facebook.com/robertsvecsho
https://www.facebook.com/ing.milan.uhrik
https://www.facebook.com/vorobelova
https://www.hlavnespravy.sk/
https://www.hlavnydennik.sk/
https://magazin1.sk/
https://www.badatel.net/
https://admin.armadnymagazin.sk/
https://zemavek.sk/
https://slobodnyvysielac.sk/
https://www.extraplus.sk/
https://www.slovanskenoviny.sk/
https://www.eurorespekt.sk/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/8823011/

Annex 3 — List of Keywords for the Analysis of Facebook Content (by
using Crowd Tangle)

Milan Lucansky

Luc¢ansky, Lucanského, Lucanskému, Lucanskom, Lucanskym, NAKA, Ndrodnd kriminalna
agentura, Narodnej krimindlnej agentury, Narodnej kriminalnej agenture, Narodnu krimindalnu
agenturu, Ndrodnou krimindlnou agenturou, kauza Judas, kauze Judas, kauzy Judas, kauzu
Judas, kauzou Judas, Judas, AllforMilan, zasamovrazdil, zasamovrazdenie, zasamovaZzdenia,
zasamovrazdy, politickd obet, politickej obete, politickej obeti, politicki obet, politickou
obetou, politické obete, represie, represia, represii, represiu, represiou, represii, represiam,
represiach, represiami, (samo)vrazda, (samo)vrazdy, (samo)vrazde, (samo)vrazdu,
(samo)vrazdou

Covid-19 Political and Health Topics

Covid-19, Covidu-19, Covide-19, Covidom-19, covid, covidu, covide, covidom, covidovy,
covidového, covidovému, covidovom, covidova, covidovej, covidovu, covidovou, covidové,
covidové, covidovymi, covidovych, covidovym, kovid, kovidu, kovidom, kovidovi, kovidovymi,
kovidovych, kovidovym, koronavirus, koronavirusu, koronavirusom, ockovanie, ockovania,
ockovaniu, ockovanim, ockovaniami, ockovani, o¢kovaniam, ockovaniach, vakcina, vakciny,
vakcine, vakcinu, vakcinou, vakcin, vakcinam, vakcinach, vakcinami, vakcinacia, vakcinacie,
vakcinacii, vakcinaciu, vakcinaciou, rusko, ruska, rusku, ruskom, respirdtor, respiratora,
respirdtoru, respirdtorom, Sputnik V, Sputniku V, Sputnikom V, EMA, Matovi¢, Matovica,
Matovicovi, Matovicom, protest, protestu, protesty, protestov, protestom, protestami,
protivladne protesty, protividdnych protestov, protivldidnym protestom, protiviadnymi
protestami, generdlny Strajk, generdlneho Strajku, generdlnmu Strajku, generdlnom strajku,
generdlnym Strajkom, hrani¢ny priechod, hrani¢ného priechodu, hraniénym priechodom,
hrani¢né priechody, hrani¢nych priechodov, hrani¢énym priechodom, hrani¢nymi priechodmi,
hranice, hranic, hraniciam, hranicami, opatrenia, opatreni, opatreniam, opatreniami,
obmedzenia, obmedzeni, obmedzeniam, obmedzeniach, obmedzeniami, lockdown,
lockdownu, lockdowne, lockdownom, nudzovy stav, nddzového stavu, nidzovému stavu,
nudzovom stave, nudzovym stavom, testovanie, testovania, testovaniu, testovani,
testovanim, ockovanie, ockovania, o¢kovaniu, ockovanim, vakcina, vakciny, vakcine, vakcinu,
vakcinou, covid pass, peticia, peticie, peticii, peticiu, peticiou, referendum, referenda,
referendu, referendom, volby, volieb, volbam, volbach, volbami, predéasné volby,
predcasnych volieb, pred¢asnym volbam, predéasnymi volbami, volebny zdkon, volebného
zékona, volebnému zakonu, volebnym zakonom, Ustavny sud, Ustavného sudu, Ustavnému
stdu, Ustavnym sudom, Caputova, Caputovej, Caputovy, Caputovou, segregdcia, segregacie,
segregacii, segregaciu, segregaciou, diskriminacia, diskriminacie, odstup, odstupu, odstupom,
diskriminacii, diskriminaciu, diskriminaciou, diskriminacny, diskriminac¢nd, diskriminaéné,
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diskriminaénej,  diskriminaénd, diskriminaénou, diskriminaénym,  diskriminacnych,
diskriminaénymi, diskrimina¢nom, diskriminaénému, oc¢kovaci fasizmus, o¢kovacieho fasizmu,
ockovaciemu fasizmu, ockovacom fasizme, ockovacim fasizmom, koronafasSizmus,
koronafasizmu, koronafasizme, koronafasSizmom, fasSizmus, fasizmu, fasizme, fasSizmom,
fasisticky, faSistickd, fasSistické, fasisticki, faSistickej, faSisticku, faSistickou, fasistickym,
fasistickych, faSistickymi, faSistického, faSistickom, fasistickym, totalita, totality, totalite,
totalitu, totalitou, totalitny, totalitnd, totalitné, totalitni, totalitnej, totalitnd, totalitnou,
totalitného, totalitnému, totalitnom, totalitnym, totalitnych, totalitnymi, apartheid,
apartheidu, apartheide, apartheidom, farmafirma, farmafirmy, farmafirme, farmafirmu,
farmafirmou, farmafirmy, farmafirmam, farmafirmach, farmafirmami, teror, teroru, terore,
terorom, terorizovat, terorizovanie, terorizuje, podclovek, podcloveka, podéloveku,
podclovekom, podludia, podludi, podludom, podludoch, podfudmi, nad¢lovek, nadcloveka,
nadcloveku, nad¢lovekom, nadludia, nadludi, nadfudom, nadludoch, nadfudmi, kategorizacia,
kategorizacie, kategorizacii, kategorizaciu, kategorizaciou, dehumanizdcia, dehumanizacie,
dehumanizaciu, dehumanizacii, dehumanizaciou, dehumanizovany, dehumanizovani,
dehumanizovaného, dehumanizovanému, dehumanizovanom, dehumanizovanym,
dehumanizovanych, dehumanizovanymi, gestapo, gestapa, gestapu, gestape, gestapom,
nacizmus, nacizmu, nacizme, nacizmom, nacistickd, nacistickej, nacistickd, nacistickej,
nacistickou, nacistické, nacistickych, nacistickym, nacistickymi, nacistickym, nacistického,
nacistickému, nacistickom, Mengele, Mengeleho, Mengelemu, Mengeleho, Mengelem

Power Struggle in Security Forces

SIS, Slovenska informaéna sluzba, Slovenskej informacnej sluzby, Slovenskej informacnej
sluzbe, Slovensku informacnu sluzbu, Slovenskou informacnou sluzbou, NAKA, Narodna
krimindlna agentura, Narodnej kriminalnej agentury, Narodnej kriminalnej agenture, Narodnu
krimindlnu agenturu, Narodnou krimindlnou agenturou, generalny prokurator, generalneho
prokuratora, generdlnemu prokuratorovi, generalnym prokurdtorom, generalna prokuratura,
generdlnej prokuratury, generdlnej prokuratur, generalnu prokuratidru, generalnou
prokuraturou, Zilinka, Zilinku, Zilinkovi, Zilinkom, P&olinsky, Pé&olinského, P&olinskému,
P¢olinskom, Pcolinskym, Kovaftik, Kovarika, Kovatikovi, Kovafikom, prezidentka, prezidentky,
prezidentke, prezidentku, prezidentkou, Caputovd, Caputovej, Caputovy, Caputovou, Curilla,
Curillu, Curillovi, Curillom, $pecialny prokurator, $pecidlneho prokuratora, $pecidlnemu
prokurdtorovi, Specidlneho  prokuratora, Specialnom prokuratorovi, Specidlnym
prokurdtorom, Specidlna prokuratura, Specidalnej prokuratury, Specidlnej prokurature,
Specidlnu prokuraturu, Specialnou prokuraturou, LipSic, LipSica, LipSicovi, LipSicom, inSpekcia,
indpekcie, indpekcii, indpekciu, indpekciou, Curillovskad mafia, Curillovskej mafie, Curillovskej
mafii, Curillovskd mafiu, Curillovskou mafiou
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USA

USA, Spojené Staty americké, Spojenych statov americkych, Spojenym Statom americkym,
Spojenymi Statmi americkymi, Kapitol, Kapitolu, Kapitolom, Kapitole, Trump, Trumpa,
Trumpovi, Trumpom, Donald Trump, Donalda Trumpa, Donaldovi Trumpovi, Donaldom
Trumpom, Biden, Bidena, Bidenovi, Bidenom, Joe Biden, Joe Bidena, Joe Bidenovi, Joe
Bidenom, Putin, Putina, Putinovi, Putinom, Utok na Kapitol, utoku na Kapitol, utokom na
Kapitol, volby 2020, volieb 2020, volbdam 2020, volbami 2020, americké volby, americkych
volieb, americkym volbam, americkymi volbami, americké prezidentské volby, americkych
prezidentskych volieb, americkym prezidentskym volbam, americkych prezidentskych
volbach, americkymi prezidentskymi volbami, americky, amerického, americkému,
amerického, americkym, americka, americkej, americkd, americkou, americké, americki,
americkymi, Pelosiovd, Pelosiovej, Pelosiovl, Pelosiovou, ukradnuté volby, ukradnutych
volieb, ukradnutym volbam, ukradnutych volbach, ukradnutymi volbami, volebny podvod,
volebného podvodu, volebnému podvodu, volebnom podvode, volebnym podvodom

Russia

Vrbétice, Vrbétic, Vrbéticiam, Vrbéticiach, Vrbéticami, Cesko, Ceska, Cesku, Ceskom, Ceska
republika, Ceskd republiku, Ceskej republike, Ceskou republikou, Babis, Babi$a, Babisovi,
BabiSom, Zeman, Zemana, Zemanovi, Zemanom, GRU, BosSirov, BoSirova, BoSirovovi,
BoSirovom, Petrov, Petrova, Petrovovi, Petrovom, Gazprom, Gazpromu, Gazprome,
Gazpromom, Nord Stream 2, Rusko, Ruska, Rusku, Ruskom, rusky, ruského, ruskému, ruskom,
ruskym, ruska, ruskej, rusku, ruskou, ruské, ruského, ruskému, ruskym, ruski, ruskych, ruskym,
ruskymi, Ruskd federacia, Ruskej federacie, Ruskej federdcii, Ruskou federaciou, Rusi, Rusov,
Rusom, Rusoch, Rusmi, Putin, Putina, Putinovi, Putinom, Putinov, Putinovho, Putinovmu,
Putinovym, Putinove, Putinovych, Putinovym, Putinovho, Putinovym, Putinova, Putinovej,
Putinovu, Putinovou, Lavrov, Lavrova, Lavrovovi, Lavrovom, Lavorovov, Lavrovovho,
Lavrovovmu, Lavrovovym, Lavrovova, Lavrovovej, Lavrovovu, Lavrovovou, Lavrovove,
Lavrovovych, Lavrovovym, Lavrovovymi, Kremel, Kremla, Kremlu, Kremlom, Ukrajina,
Ukrajiny, Ukrajine, Ukrajinu, Ukrajinou, ukrajinsky, ukrajinského, ukrajinskému, ukrajinskom,
ukrajinskym, ukrajinské, ukrajinskych, ukrajinskym, ukrajinskymi, ukrajinska, ukrajinske;j,
ukrajinskd, ukrajinskou, ukrajinski, ukrajinskych, ukrajinskym, ukrajinskymi, Ukrajinci,
Ukrajincov, Ukrajincom, Ukrajincoch, Ukrajincami, Zelensky, Zelenského, Zelenskému,
Zelenskom, Zelenskym, Krym, Krymu, Krymom, krymsky, krymského, krymskému, krymskym,
krymska, krymskej, krymsku, krymskou, krymské, krymskych, krymskym, krymskymi, krymski,
Tatari, Tatarov, Tatdrom, Tatarmi, anexia, anexie, anexii, anexiu, anexiou, Donbas, Donbasu,
Donbasom, vojna, vojny, vojne, vojnou, vojskd, vojsk, vojskdam, vojskami, separatisti,
separatistov, separatistom, separatistami, NATO, USA, Amerika, Ameriky, Amerike, Ameriku,
Amerikou, americky, amerického, americkému, americkym, americka, americkej, americkd,
americkou, americké, americkych, americkym, americkymi, americki, Ameri¢ania,
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Americ¢anov, Americanom, Ameri¢anmi, ,Eurépska Unia, Eurdépskej Unie, Eurdpskej unii,
Eurdépsku Uniu, Eurépskou uniou, EU, Unia, Unie, Unii, Uniu, Uniou

Belarus

Bielorusko, Bieloruska, Bielorusku, Bieloruskom, Bielorusi, Bielorusov, Bielorusom,
Bielorusoch, Bielorusmi, bielorusky, bieloruského, bieloruskému, bieloruskym, bieloruska,
bieloruskej, bielorusku, bieloruskou, bieloruské, bieloruskych, bieloruskym, bieloruskymi,
bieloruski, Lukasenko, LukasSenka, LukasSenkovi, Lukasenkom, Lukasenkov, LukasSenkovho,
Lukasenkovmu, Lukasenkovym, Lukasenkova, Lukasenkovej, LukaSenkovu, LukaSenkovou,
Lukasenkovo, Lukasenkovi, volby, volieb, volbdm, volbami, bieloruské volby, bieloruskych
volieb, bieloruskym volbam, bieloruskymi volbami, protest, protestu, protestom, protesty,
protestov, protestom, protestami, Cichanovskd, Cichanovskej, Cichanovsku, Cichanovskou,
Pratasevi¢, PrataseviCa, PrataseviCovi, Pratasevicom, migracna kriza, migracnej Kkrizy,
migracnu krizu, migracnej krize, migracnou krizou, migracna vina, migrac¢nej viny, migracnej
vine, migra¢nu vinu, migra¢nou vinou, utecenecka kriza, uteceneckej krizy, utecenecke;j krize,
utecenecku krizu, uteceneckou krizou, utecenecka vina, uteceneckej viny, utec¢eneckej vine,
uteCencku vinu, uteceneckou vlnou, migracia, migracie, migrdcii, migraciu, migraciou,
migranti, migrantov, migrantom, migrantoch, migrantami, migra¢ny, migracného,
migracnému, migracnym, migracnd, migracnej, migra¢nu, migra¢nou, migrac¢né, migracnych,
migracnym, migra¢nymi, utecenci, uteCencov, uteCencom, utecencoch, ute¢encami, sankcie,
sankcii, sankciam, sankciach, sankciami, Polsko, Polska, Polsku, Polskom, polsky, polského,
polskému, polskym, polskd, polskej, polsku, polskou, polské polski, Litva, Litvy, Litve, Litvu,
Litvou, litovsky, litovského, litovskému, litovskym, litovska, litovskej, litovsku, litovskou,
litovské, litovskych, litovskym, litovskymi, litovski, litovskych, Litovci, Litovcov, Litovcom,
Litovcoch, Litovcami, LotySsko, LotysSska, LotySsku, LotySskom, lotyssky, lotySského,
lotySskému, lotySskym, lotySska, lotySskej, lotySskou, lotysské, lotySskych, lotySskymi, lotySski,
hranica, hranice, hranici, hranicou, hranic, hraniciam, hraniciach, hranicami, Eurépska Unia,
Eurdpskej Unie, Eurépskej unii, Eurépsku tniu, Eurépskou tniou, EU, Unia, Unie, Unii, Uniu,
Uniou

Hungary

Madarsko, Madarska, Madarsku, Madarskom, madarsky, madarského, madarskému,
madarskom, madarskym, madarska, madarskej, madarskd, madarskou, madarské,
madarskych, madarskymi, madarski, Orban, Orbana, Orbanovi, Orbanom, tradi¢né hodnoty,
tradi¢nych hodnét, tradiénym hodnotam, tradiénych hodnotach, tradiénymi hodnotami,
Szijjartd, Szijjartda, Szijjartdovi, Szijjartéom, Sputnik V, Sputniku V, Sputnikom V, Gyimesi,
Gyimesiho, Gyimesim, obc¢ianstvo, obcianstva, obcianstvu, oblianstve, obcianstvom, dvojité
obdianstvo, dvojitého obdianstva, dvojitému obcianstvu, dvojitom obcianstve, dvojitym
obcianstvom, LGBT, gender, gender ideoldgia, gender ideoldgie, gender ideolégii, gender
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ideoldgiu, gender ideoldgiou, Kovér, Kovéra, Kovérovi, Kovérom, Trianon, Trianonu,
Trianonom

Annex 4 — List of Keywords for the Analyzed Web Content (by using
Gerulata Juno)

Milan Lu¢ansky

(NAKA | "Narodna kriminalna agentudra" | Judas | AllforMilan | zasamovrazda |
"(samo)vrazda" | "politicka obet" | Lucansky)

Covid-19 Political and Health Topics

covid* + (korona* | ockovanie | vakcina | "Sputnik V" | protest* | "generalny Strajk" |
"hrani¢ny priechod" | opatrenia | lockdown | "nudzovy stav" | testovanie | referendum |
"predcasné volby" | segregéacia | diskrimindcia | "oCkovaci fasizmus" | koronafasizmus |
apartheid)

Power Struggle in Security Forces

(Curilla | "Curillovska mafia" | P&olinsky | Kovafik | Lipsic | SIS | "Slovenska informacna
sluzba" | NAKA | "Narodna kriminalna agentdra" | "generdlny prokurator" | "generdlna
prokurattra" | Zilinka | "$pecidlny prokurator" | "$pecidlna prokurattra" | indpekcia)

USA

(USA | "Spojené staty americké" | Kapitol | "utok na Kapitol" | Biden | Putin | "volby 2020" |
"americké volby" | "ukradnuté volby" | "volebny podvod" | Pelosiova | Trump)

Russia

Rusk* + (Vrbétice | Cesko | "Ceska republika" | GRU | Bosirov | Petrov | Gazprom | "Nord
Stream 2" | Putin | Lavrov | Kremel | Ukrajin* | Krym* | anexia | Donbas | separatisti)

Belarus

(Bielorusko | Bielorusi | bielorusky | Lukasenko | "bieloruské volby" | Cichanovska |
Pratasevi¢ | migracnd* | ute¢enecka* | migracia | migranti | utecenci | sankcie | Polsko |
polsky | Litva | litovsky | LotySsko | lotySsky | hranica)

Hungary

Madarsk* + (Orbdan | Szijjarté | "Sputnik V" | Gyimesi | obclianstvo | "dvojité obcianstvo" |
Kovér | Trianon)
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INFOSECURITY.SK

Authors:

Michaela Ruzi¢kovd, analyst of Infosecurity.sk
Peter Dubdczi, analyst of Infosecurity.sk
Katarina Drevend, analyst of Infosecurity.sk
Stefan 174k, analyst of Infosecurity.sk

Adam Mazuch, analyst of Infosecurity.sk

Editors:
Michaela RuZi¢kova, analyst of Infosecurity.sk

Peter Dubdczi, analyst of Infosecurity.sk

Translation:

Nikoleta Nemeckayova

This report has been prepared with support from Zinc Network. The opinions expressed are
solely those of authors and do not reflect those of Zinc Network.
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